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links to a YouTube video of
the demonstration on UT’s
South Mall. The involvement
of the Patriot Front was first
reported by the Texas Ob-
server.

The demonstrators were
in violation of a number of
UTrules, including a require-
ment that outside groups
be sponsored by a universi-
ty-affiliated organization, a
prohibition on open flames
and a ban on masks that con-
ceal identity to hinder law
enforcement. UT police re-
sponded at 12:04 a.m. Nov.
4, according to records, and
the demonstrators immedi-
ately left without further in-
cident after being warned
that they were not allowed
On campus.

The university is seeking
permission from the Texas
attorney general’s office to
withhold some records re-
lating to the incident.

A report by the Anti-Defa-
mation League, which tracks
hate groups, describes Pa-
triot Front as a Texas-
based “white supremacist
group whose members
maintain that their ances-
tors conquered America and
bequeathed it solely to them.
Patriot Front espouses rac-
ism, anti-Semitism and in-
tolerance under the guise of
preserving the ‘ethnic and
cultural origins’ of their Eu-
ropean ancestors.”

The Southern Poverty Law
Center calls Patriot Front
a “neo-Nazi network” that
emerged from “internecine
quarreling within their orig-
inal organization, Vanguard
America,” when far-right
groups marched across the
University of Virginia cam-
pus in Charlottesville in
August, touching off vio-
lence, including the death
of a counterprotester.

The ADL’s Center on Ex-
tremism has counted 346 in-

cidents since Sept. 1, 2016, of
white supremacists pepper-
ing college campuses across
the nation with fliers, stick-
ers, banners and posters to
spread their message. Texas
and California had the most
incidents, with 61 and 43,
respectively. “Those states
are home to the most con-
centrated and active mem-
bership for IE and Patriot
Front, the groups that most
frequently employ this tac-
tic,” the ADL said, using an
abbreviation for Identity
Evropa.

Of 24 colleges and uni-
versities in Texas that col-
lectively accounted for the
61 incidents, Texas State
University and UT had the
most, 11 and 10 respectively,
said Carla Hill, a senior in-
vestigative researcher with
the ADL.

The November demonstra-
tion, by what appeared tobe
more than a dozen people
and perhaps as many as two
dozen, was a typical exam-
ple of Patriot Front tactics,
which emphasize appear-
ance and imagery, accord-
ing to the ADL. The partici-
pants, described in UT police
emails as white men wear-
ing khaki pants and black
polo shirts, carried Ameri-
can flags in addition to flam-
ing torches.

Patriot Front's video
shows Thomas Rousseau,
the group’s leader, in front
of the statue of George Wash-
ington, with the UT Tower
in the background, Hill said.

“America, our nation
stands before an existen-
tial threat,” Rousseau, who
wore no mask, says on the
video. “The lives of your
children, your children’s
children and your posterity
beyond that dangle above a
den of vipers.”

The group’s Twitter ac-
count has a photo of the
demonstration with a cap-
tion that says “#American-
Fascism is the future that
must be.”

UT records show that a
university information tech-
nology specialist looked into
the Patriot Front’s website,
including its domain reg-
istration, shortly after the
demonstration. The name of
the website, bloodandsoil.
org, is drawn from a key slo-
gan of Nazi Germany.

“They’ve taken mea-
sures to conceal who reg-
istered their website’s do-
main name,” wrote Steven
Preiss, a UT senior infor-
mation technology manag-
er, in one email. “They’ve
paid extra to lock down their
domain name so that oth-
ers can’t ‘poach’ and redi-
rect it. I've been digging a
little further, but can’t real-
ly get much more informa-
tion without legal authority.”

Records also show that
UT’s communications team
scrambled that day, a Satur-
day, to help President Grego-
ry L. Fenves craft a message
to the university communi-
ty that condemned the ac-
tions of white supremacists.
The UT president has spo-
ken out frequently against
hate groups, perhaps most
forcefully in November at the
Holocaust Museum Hous-
ton when he received its
Guardian of the Human Spir-
it Award. Fenves’ father is a
Holocaust survivor.

“We are living through a
time when our nation is ex-
periencing acts — even move-
ments — fueled by hatred,
racism, anti-Semitism, anti-
Muslim and anti-gay senti-
ments, and discrimination
toward immigrants on col-
lege campuses and in our
communities,” Fenves said
in accepting the award. “We
must denounce these nega-
tive forces. They are inhu-
mane and simply un-Amer-
ican. Too many people do
not understand what hatred
can lead to — especially orga-
nized, legitimized hatred.”

Contact Ralph K.M. Haurwitz
at 512-445-3604.
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