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THE OBSERVER.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 1824,

——— (o)

The Jamaica Papers 10 the 16tk November have been
received. The House of Assembly have passed a vote ot
thasks to Commodore Sir Edward Owen, for his zealous
services and prompt attention to the commercia! and paval
interests on that station. On ihe 131h November, Mr.
Hamilton Brown introducesl a bill to repeal the Registry
Aet, which he characterised as a miost expensive, eb-
noxious, and oppressive measare, without being of the
slightest utility. * The bouse had been seduced into sane-
tioning iL by the hypoeritical promises from homie, that no
forther interference was contemplated by the Gorernmens
iu our local condition,” T'he bill was supported by all the
members present, 1t was read a first time, and orderey
10 be resd asecond tinie to-morrow.

HUUSE OF ASSEMBLY—JAMAICA, Nov, 13,1823,

Mr. Hawilion Brown, in offering the Bl to repeal the
Regisury Act, considered it a duty he owed 1o every indi-
vidusl in theisland 5 fur, when it passed in the year 181
the whole island, with one voice, exclaimed against il
Tt wasa most exéneluin, obnoxious, & 1_?) presgive measure,
withoul being of the slightest utility, ',IB Hon. Member,
who at the time opposed it, prophesied what would be the
result, & which was now come 1o puss. The House had been
seduced into the measure by the hypacritical promise from
home, that no_further inierference was contempla‘ed by
Government in our local condition 3 and he would shew
ihat Goverument did give such a pledge, by staling thai
a regisiration, not emancipation, of slaves was their only
object, & the Assembly thereforelpassed the bill as a peice-
offering ; but thatpledme hud |
the Assemnbly woald he ful fied 10 repealing this
bill. The'Honourable MeGber then read, (rom the Mes-
age of kis Grace the Governour to the House in 1816, the
following passage:— P

*¢ His Grace has been further instructed to declare, il
is not the emancipatiod, but simply the registration of the
slaves, which is now sugy!stev!; anid to disclaim any in-
tention on the part of hiy Mejesty t
to propose their emancipation.  This explanation has
become the more necessary, as great industry hus be:
exerted; and which could. only liave proceaied from ig-
norance or mischievons mia[r presentpiions, 10 blend these
objects togeher, and it js fitthn: 1he pleasure of the Irin
Regent, acting in the name and on the behalf of bis Ma-
Jesty, should not be misundersiood ou so essential a puint.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, that was the solemu pledge that
was given, that no other measutes regarding our slave
populatianshould be agitated in the Imperial Parliament
Uiy the discnssions which have recently taken place in
Parliament, they bave forfeited that pledge ; and we are
absulved from amy longer contiouing tifis obnoxious aml
useless hill.

The Hon, Member then adverted 1o 1he hypocritical
means resoried lo by Mr. Wilberforce 1o get ihe measures
carried in the Colonies, by making the slave trade the
cluak 10 cover his real intentions ; but he Lad now-shown
his cluven foot, and it ther
feat, i possible, his iniquitous designs. And the firsi
step shouild be to get rid of this troublesome bill, which
cost the country 10,000, every third year, snid was o
terly useless; for there never had been a single Negro i
yported into the islan, it

remonstrate against the proceedings at

irit and firmness. He hoped, indeed, that

though the island was a small body, it would show on

this necasivn that il possessed a great soul (cries of © hear
¢

him, hear §ia'). F

Mr. Blyth made some comments on the Bill which was
sent fram Englsnd, and said that the Registry Bill was
the must obnoxious Act that ever hud passed that House,
20d lie haped it would be repealed.

Mr. Whitfield hoped the proposed bill would pass the
Houye unanimously. They had new six years’ experi-
eace of it, and had found it a most oppressive Act. It
wild never bave been carried in that house, but for the
pledgre given by his Majesty’s Ministers, thatthey would not
1t future interfere in our internal concerns. That pledge
they had broken, ani the House was no longer bound to
continue the Registry Bill. The honourable member said,
it wonld be unnecessary for him to tzke up the time of the
llvuse on a measure, the of which was so very obvi-
tms. Iteould uo longer be questioned, from the conduct pur-
sued by the fanatical pariy at hume, that they meditated
the destruction of these islands; shall we then assist iu
such destruction, by adopting pted t
foreed upon us through their instrumentality? He hoped
wot, and ehould vote for the Bill,

Mr. Hyslop followed on the same side, and observed,
that ihe Regisiry Bill was forced on the island, under the
idea that the slave trade was still carried on. After nrging
other topics in support of the Bill, he concluded Ly giving
it his cordial support. .

The Bilt was then presented, read 4 first time, and or-

tied 10 be reud a second time to-morrow.
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