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Byrd Denies New Ku Klux Charges;
Calls It ‘Smear Campaign’ by GOF

- Robert C. Byrd, Democratic candida te for the House ‘of Bepresen(alwes,
La."ed new charges that he was.a member of the Ku Klux Klan® in" 1946 a
“smear campaign” on the part of the Republican Party.

Byrd denied any recollection of a letter purportedly written by l'um xx
years ago proclaiming his desive for renéwed Klan activity in West'V.

“I do notrecall having written this le tter in 1946, nor do'1 recall having: had
any conneclion with the Klan after 1943 as has already been said (last: \12)').
he. “declared today.

Byrd was accused at a Republican mll\' in the, Courthouse last’ mghl b),- Robert
1. Ashworth, Republican county executive committee “chairman,.of writing a lelter in
April, 1946, io Dr. Samuel Green; imperial "lurd of the Klan, suggesting the name of
a stale organizer.
The lelter Ashworth read to a packed courtroom .of Republicans said i
“The Klan is needed today as never before and I am anxious to see.ils rebirth
here in West Virginia._. .It'is necessary that the' order. be promoted immediately and
in every siate in the Union. Will vou pleasc miwrm ma as to-the pussuhﬂme: of
@ the Klan in the Realm.of W:Va
Byrd, 34, previously had said he qlul the Kl:m in 1043, zfle_t ]u!nmg it
ecause il offered excitement™ This explanation-was made afls Democr
pnncnt made the Klan revelation almost on the eve of tlie primary:election:
 Hyrd's answer," which lakes u|:| other charges hurléd at him by Ashwor
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