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Prisoner Abuse Foreshadowed

Lindh, from Page A1]
Times by two sources critical of
how the government handled
the Lindh case, show that after
an Army intelligence officer be-
gan to question Lindh, a Navy

fense’s counsel has authorized
him to ‘take the gloves off and
ask whatever he wanted.”

Lindh was being questioned
while he was propped up naked
and tied to a stretcher in interro-
gation sessions that went on for
days, Bccording to Court pApers.

nses were cabled to Washing-
ton hourly, the new documents

show.
A Defense  Department
Tuesday eve-

Avsociatat press

ning that the Pentagon “refused
to speculate on the exact mtent
of the statement” from Rums-
feld’s office to the military au-
thorities interrogating Lindh.

G ment officials stress
that all palicies

RY:
Donald Rumsjeld's office told
interrogators to get tough.

Anioctated Press

anonxn OF WAR: Jokn

But court documents suggest
that Lindh was treated much as
the prisoners later were at Abu
Ghraib. Along with nudity and
the sleep and food deprivation,
Lindh was allegedly threatened
with death. One soldier said he
“was going to hang” Another
“Special Forces soldier offered to
shoot him.”

At other times, soldiers took
photos and videos of themselves
smiling next to the naked Lindh,
another image eerily similar to
the Abu Ghralb photos.

Such actions appear to be in
olation ofthe Geneva Conven-
tion, which requires that prison-
ers have BdEﬂ\]B‘E clothing, food
and sleep and not be threatened
or subjected to degrading treat-
ment.

Nomiated oy his captors.

tactical He was in

terrogate him on Nov. 25, 2001,
after he and other Taliban sol-
U.S.allies

and procedures demand hu-
mane treatment of personnel in
theircustody.” the spokesperson
sald. “The department is com-
mitted to searching further to
ascertain the original source of
the comment brought to their
attention by The Times.”

Lindh, who pleaded guilty in
retum for & 20-vear federal
prison sentence for aiding the

a young Northern

California Islamic convert who

Joined the Taliban army before

Sept. 11, attended a terrorist

camp in Afghanistan

and was eaptured scon after U.S.
troops invaded the country.

While Lindh was being inter-

roga and later
aboard a ship, senior Bush ad-
ministration officials were strat-
egizing on how to handle other

flexibility in interrogating them.

In a series of memos from late
2001 to early 2002, top legal offi-
clals in the administration iden-
tified the U.S. naval base at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. as a
safe haven offshore that would
shield the secret interrogation
process from intervention by the
U.8. judicial

The memos show that top

government lawyers believed the
Smirictedtion waa wot, boud
by the Geneva Convention gov-

violent politcal movement oror-

and not a nation.
Faicrthat hit signec the inter.
national treaty.

However, mos
show that Secretary of State Co-
lin L. Powell warned the White
House that a tougher approach
toward interrogation “will re-
verse over a century of US. pol-
icy and practices in supporting
Geneva Conventions and under-
mine the protections of the law
ofver for ourtraope, b both inthis

e conlict

“The tenar of these adminis
tration memos on the handling
of prisoners n the earliest stages
of the US-declared war on ter-
rorism was similar 10 a legal
“working paper” by administra-
tion lawyers in March 2003, It

concluded that the president

had the authority 1o allow any in-
terrogation tactics that he
rotect  the

American publi Inchiding tor-

ture, according to govern:

documents. The Pemagon his

week said that the pay

part of an internal acoministra:

tion debate and was not a policy
out.

In the Iraq war that began in
Mearch 2003, administration offi-
cials said that the military would
abide by the Geneva Conven.
tion. But in January of this year,
a dismayed U.S. military guard
{umed over pholographs depict-
physical abuse and humilia-
tionof inmates at Abu Ghraib,
Six Army prison guards are

known as the Northern Alliance
and taken to the town of Mazar-
i-Sharif. There, CIA agent
Johnny “Mike" Spann used an
interrogation tactic of warning
Lindh that he might die.
According to a video aired
after Lindh's ure,
Spann asked him, “You believe
in what you're doing here that
much, you're willing to be killed
here?”

Another CIA officer, identi-
fled as Dave Tyson, told Spann
within Lindh's hearing that *he’s
got to decide ifhe wants to live or
die, and die here. We're just go-
ot e i, e e g

S prishoCos 1o of s
. 10's his decision,

" Fhoa then 0. i ot e-
spond. Shortly after. an uprising
broke out. Spann was kiled —
the first U.S. fatality of the war —

Lindh was e leg.

Lindh was recaptured, and
over a series of interrogations —
at a school at Mazar-i-Sharif, at
Camp Rhino in Afghanistan and
aboard a Navy ship — he was
kept In harsh conditons, stip-
ped and tied to a stretcher, and
often held for long perlods in a
large metal container, the gov-
emment and defense agreed
during his legal battle.

In court hearings and legal
papers, his _attorneys com-
plained that he was deprived of
sleep and food, that his leg

was not treated, and that
for 54 days he was neither al-
lowed legal assistance nor told
that his father had retained law-
yers on his behalf in San Fran-
cisco.

Lindh's lawyers declined to
comment on ti matter this
week, noting that & provision of
his 2002 plea agreement stated
e would not bring up the candi-
tions under which he wes held
overseas.

‘The military, in contrast, has
mantained in previous court

doeume:
troated wellandthat hewas read
his rights under the Miranda law
against self-nerimination.

But the new recards raise new
auestions.

According 1o the government
documents, ‘when Lindh was
first under Interrogation at the
schoolhouse, authorities real-
ized that as an American he was
drawing the attention of the De-
fense and Justice departments,

ere was some Initial discus-
sion_of whether Lindh. as an
American, should be advised of
his Fight. against self-inerimina-
tion before military intelligence
officers tohim.

One Army intelligence officer
said in the documents that he
had been advised that. “instruc-
tions had come from higher

As of Lindh
was going on, officials in Wash-
ington were privately working
out details for handing other

gence] information. not in the
business of Mirandizing.”

‘The officer did ask to be fuxed
aMiranda form, according tothe
documents, "but he never got it.
Hanaver gave Lindn a Mrwoetn

T Rumafelds legal counsel is
not named in the documents.
The office was headed by William
7. Hiynes IL

On Dec. 14, 2001, Haynes'
deputy, Paul W, Cobb Jr, told
Lindh's San
that “our forces have provided
him with appropriate medical
attention and will continue to

hu

protections for prisoners of war."

On Dec. 28, 2001, John Yoo,
then deputy assistant attorney
general, told Haynes at the Pen-
tagon that Guantanamo Bay
was a perfect place for detainees
because it was not & part of the
sovereign United States and
therefore not subject to the fed-
eral courts. But, Yoo cautioned,
remains some litigation
risk that a district court might
reach the opposite result.”
The holding of prisoners at
anamo ~ Bay  withou
charge or a court hearing has
been challenged. by several de-
fense lawyers, and the U.S. Su-
preme Court is expected to rule
this month on whether the gov-
emnment went toofar.
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for
to coordinate with military law-
yers about Lindh,

“After the first hour of inter-
rogation, [the interrogator] gave
the admiral in charge of Mazar-i-

awaiting in th
Abu Ghralh scandal A seventh
has pleaded guilty.

‘The Pentagon, although con-
demning the behavior, has
blamed it on a handful of low-
level soldiers violating
regulations. But the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Senate

Services Committee are
invmigalmg how high up in the

chain of command responsibil-
ties. rortnemm lie.
In the case of Lindh, U.S. in-

Sharifas what the in-
terrogators had collected up to
that point,” the documents say,
“The admiral told him at that
point that the secretary of De-
fense’s counsel has authorized
him to ‘take the gloves off” and
ask whatever he wanted.”
e Army intelligence officer
responded that if & “eriminal in-
igator” wanted tolater ques-
tion Lindh, “that was fine.”
Bt htha riamtine the o
cer said, he was
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