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Former President Gerald Ford, center, appeared
at a news conference in Indianapolis with Gov.

Associated
Otis Bowen, left, and Lt. Gov. Robert Orr. Ford
was in town for the Republican State Dinner.

Former President Ford criticizes

Carter for “flip-flopping’ policies

By JAN CARROLL
Assoclated Pres

INDIANAPOLIS — President Carter i

shouldn't have threatened to prosecute
Clark for participating in an
anti-American meeting in [ran, former
President Gerald R. Ford said yester-
day in Indianapolis.
“If I had been president and the Ira-

mission wasn't allowed into Iran,
“That was a mistake by President
Carter. Eight months later when he
went on his own, 1 would not have
him with

- n'"mpnap" In policy doesn't
ofa

lican State Dinner, went on to say that
the economy will be Carter’s dnwntall

wouldn't be wise to let the delegates to
the Republican National Convention

. Evena

lution of the hostage crisis, ne lljd
wouldn't Improve Carter’s standing
enough to beat Ronald Reagan in No-
vember,

Ford sald bread-and-butter issues
will be more important to the voters
than foreign

“The Carter economic policies have
been a catastrophe. They've been dis-
asters. We handed them the economy
on a silver platter,” Ford said, arguing
that the rate of inflation was less than
5 percent when he left office and that
unemployment was going down. “The
president blew it."

Ford predicted that Carter will go
into the November election with a na-
tional unemployment rate of 8 percent,
double-digit inflation and double-digit
interest rates.

“He'll be defending the worst eco-

improve the
headdtd.wi“!ﬂwluloﬂhecu-
ter administratior

Ford, in town lor the annual Repub-

And he's responsible.”
Ford also touched on the selection of
a running mate for Reagan. He said it

pick the

“For him just to throw the names
into a hopper, some people would al-

that was an abdication of leader-

ship.”

annm that Reagan has a number

of prospects for vice president — in-
cludlnl Sen. Richard G. Lugar of Indi-

— but that it is a choice Reagan

shamd make himself even though “it's
not easy to make that choice.”

Ford wouldn't say whom he would
like to see get the nod, adding that his

might do the

more harm than good.

l'urdmukedllnewo\ﬂa be Rea-
gan’s running mate, even though he
has sald he wouldn't. m replied that
“there's @ serious constitutional ques-
tion" involved.

Noting that he and Reagan both live
in California, he said presidential elec-
tors cannot vote for a president and a

. vice president from the same state. If

the two of them ran as a team, Califor-
nia's 45 electoral votes would be disal-
lowed.
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