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Beavercreek Police Department
August 5, 2014
14-16644

On August 5, 2014 at approximately 2020 hours I was on duty dressed in the uniform of
the day, which consisted of a uniform with police insignia on it. At approximately 2020 hours I
was completing paperwork behind 3360 Pentagon Boulevard (Wal-Mart). At around that time
dispatch sent an emergency tone over the radio signaling that officers were going to be sent to a
high priority/emergency call. Dispatch then called two units over the radio to start towards 3360
Pentagon Boulevard (Wal-Mart) for a weapons complaint.

I was not one of the officers originally dispatched to Wal-Mart. Due to my position
directly behind Wal-Mart and the nature of the call; I began to drive to the front of the store as
dispatch was giving out details of the call. -

Dispatch then advised the following, They said that there was a black male waving a gun
around in the store. They said that that the gun in question was a rifle. They said that the male
was pointing the gun at people. As I pulled to the front of the store dispatch added that the male
appeared to be loading the rifle and was in the pet department of the store.

I called out to dispatch that I was on scene then parked my cruiser near the entrance to the
far east entry doors of Wal-Mart. I then deployed my rifle and waited for the next officer to
arrive on scene. ‘ :

Sergeant Darkow then arrived on scene and parked near the western most entry doors to
Wal-Mart. [ then ran over to his cruiser and met him as he was deploying his rifle and plate
carrier. '

I then had dispatch confirm that the male with the rifle was pointing it at people. They
then confirmed that the male was waving the rifle around and pointing it at people. They stated
again that the male was still in the pet department. ‘

Sergeant Darkow and I then entered Wal-Mart through the western most entry doors near
the pharmacy. The store was crowded. As we made our way towards the pet department we
passed dozens of customers, families, and children. We quickly made our way towards the pet
department and we checked each row for the suspect. As we neared the pet department we
slowed our pace and carefully checked each row. Sergeant Darkow was leading us as we
checked each aisle. The pet department was made up of three to four rows to our left as we made
our way down the main corridor. We checked the first few rows but did not locate the suspect.
We then made it to the final row of the pet department. Sergeant Darkow checked to the left and
I covered his back by checking the long row to the right. As I quickly checked to the right I
immediately heard Sergeant Darkow yell, “Drop the weapon!” As I turned towards the pet
department I immediately saw a black male standing in the center of the aisle. He was holding a
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rifle. I quickly identified that the male was holding a rifle and I could see the silhouette of the
magazine seated in the weapon. Sergeant Darkow repeatedly yelled ,”Drop the weapon!” The
black male, who matched the description of the black male waving the rifle around (blue pants
and blue shirt) did not drop the rifle. After repeated commands to drop the weapon the male
turned towards us in an aggressive manner with the rifle in hand. At that time the black male was
in a position where he could shoot me or Sergeant Darkow. I felt at that moment that my life was
in immediate danger, that Sergeant Darkow’s life was in immediate danger, and that the lives of
all the families, children, and customers were in immediate danger. I then fired two rounds at the
suspect. As I shot the suspect he began to move from my right to my left. Once I fired the shots
he retreated backwards and dropped the rifle. He then fell backwards behind the end of the row
and out of sight. At that time the rifle was in the open. I then quickly closed the distance between
me and the suspect. As I neared the weapon, which was lying on the floor, I identified it again as
being a black rifle with a seated magazine. As I neared the rifle the black male jumped from
behind the aisle and charged towards the weapon. He began to reach for it as he neared it and I
yelled for him to get on the ground. Just before reaching the rifle he collapsed to the floor. I then
ordered him to roll over onto his stomach and put his hands behind his back. I then positioned
myself behind the suspect and had to force his hands together. I then handcuffed him.

I then quickly checked the immediate area for any other threats. Once I determined the
immediate area to be safe I directed my attention to the cendition of the suspect. I could see that
there were wounds to both of the suspect’s arms. The wounds were near the elbows and were
bleeding heavily. Due to the arm injuries and the heavy bleeding in those areas; I requested
tourniquets be applied to the upper arms of the suspect. Officers Matt Stull, John Bondy, and
Chris Williams were on scene at that time. They assisted in retrieving medical supplies and
tourniquets. Officer Matt Stull then applied the tourniquets to the arms of the suspect. At that
time medics were arriving on scene. I stayed with the suspect until the medics were there to treat
him. The suspect was responsive during my time with him.

I was then directed by Sergeant Darkow to leave the store with him. We then left the
store together and waited by his cruiser until additional units arrived on scene to assist. ] was
then transported to Soin Hospital.

Officer Sean Williams 90
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IN RE JOHN CRAWFORD, IlI
OFFICER SEAN WILLIAMS on 08/05/2014

MR. GRILLE: Okay. Today's date is
August 5, 2014. The time is 2316 hours. Present is
myself, Captain Eric Grille, Captain Doyle Wright,
Officer Sean Williams, and his rep -- his attorney,
Vincent -- Vincent or Vince.

MR. POPP: Vince Popp.

MR. GRILLE: P-o-p-p°?

MR. POPP: Correct.

MR. GRILLE: Okay. All right. Sean,
what I would like to get from you here is just a
verbal statement on what occurred at the Walmart
store tonight. If you could start from when you got
the dispatch call up and through now.

MR. WILLTIAMS: Okay. I was parked
directly behind Walmart when this particular call
came out. I heard the tone drop over the radio, and
I heard them begin to dispatch a couple units. I
didn't quite hear where exactly, so I just brought
it up on my screen and double clicked the call, saw
that it -- wherever the call was at Walmart because
I was right there.

I then heard dispatch say that the call
was subject with a gun inside the store. They said
it was a black male, said he was waiving the gun

around, and he was loading it in the back of the
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store or in the store. They did mention he was in
the pet area at one point.

MR. GRILLE: You said they did?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah.

MR. GRILLE: Okay.

MR. WILLTAMS: So I pulled to the front
of the store, called on the scene, and deploved my
rifle. When I got out of the car, I could hear
sirens from other responding units. So at that
point, my goal was just to wait for one other
officer or whoever else showed up, and we were going
to devise a quick plan as to what to do, and that
was my goal at that point when I arrived on scene
was to wait for the next officer.

As I was waiting for the second officer,
I confirmed with dispatch because dispatch said at
one point that he was pointing the gun at people.
So I got on the radio just to confirm because
Walmart does have guns and they sell guns. You
know, could just be a person who bought a gun
walking around the store. I confirmed with
dispatch -- I asked them, I said -- I asked if the
subject was pointing the gun at people, and they
confirmed. They said ves.

So at that point, Sergeant Darkow was
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IN RE JOHN CRAWFORD, i
OFFICER SEAN WILLIAMS on 08/05/2014

next on scene. We were initially going to enter
through the garden center area, but they have, like,
a big barrier door, so we couldn't -- we didn't
think we could enter through there. So we entered
the furtherest door to the west with double doors
closest to the pharmacy. So --

MR. GRILLE: The main doors? I mean --

MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah.

MR. GRILLE: -- the main doors on the
side of the pharmacy?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah, the main doors
closest to the pharmacy.

MR. GRILLE: Gotcha.

MR. WILLIAMS: So Darkow and I looked at
each other and said, "Are you ready to go in?" He
said, "Yeah, let's go in.™

So we basically walked straight in the
store, and I knew the pet area was to the left. So
we -- we made our way back to the pet area. We both
had our rifles deploved.

MR. GRILLE: Any discussion? Any people
pointing you back that way?

MR. WILLITAMS: No. I asked a few people.
I said "You see a gun?" "No, no."

MR. GRILLE: Okay.
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MR. WILLIAMS: The store was completely
packed full of people.

MR. GRILLE: Okay.

MR. WILLIAMS: There were families.

There were kids. There's just people all over the
place, so we were just careful --

MR. GRILLE: Right.

MR. WILLIAMS: -- looking down each
aisle. And as we got closer to the pet area, we
kind of started to slow a little bit kind of looking
down each aisle, and we still hadn't seen him. I
think the description was a black male with -- with
a gun.

So we got to the very end of the main
hall, like to where the pet area was, the pets to
one area, like the toys to the right, and we got to
like the back wall to where we could, like, enter
into the garden center.

So the last aisle to the pet area was to
our left. So Darkow was starting to kind of scan to
the left, cut the pie towards that final row, and
because he was going to be open to the right, I told
him I was going to cover his rear to the right as he
went to the left. So he went to the left. I went

to the right, did a quick check, saw no one down
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that far direction to the right. 2As I did the
check, I heard him say "drop the weapon." So I --
Q. Darkow said that?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah, Darkow said that. I
don't know exact phrasing, "drop the weapon." So I
immediately swung to his right, and he said "drop
the weapon" again. And as he said that, I just
panned down the aisle. I saw a black male, and I
saw the rifle in grasp. The male would not drop the
rifle. It looked like just your typical assault
rifle in hand.

He -- like I say, he did not drop the
rifle. Darkow said again to drop the rifle, and at
that point, he made -- he was looking right at us.
So he didn't drop the rifle after Darkow repeatedly
told him to drop it. As I began to raise my left
rifle already, I started to say drop the -- drop the
weapon. This is as I begin to say it. He had the
rifle within his body, and he made what I believe --
describe as, like, an aggressive stance with it as
he was starting to make, like, a movement, like to
the left, like he was going to do something with the
rifle.

At that point, I felt that because he

hadn't dropped the rifle, he was refusing our
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commands, it was a crowded store fﬁll of kids and
families, I felt at that point that my life was in
danger, Sergeant Darkow's life was in danger, and
all the families' and kids' lives in the store were
in danger, and that if he got around us or escaped
to the left to where he was headed, he's going to be
an immediate threat to everyone inside'the store.

So due to all those factors, I raised my
sights up. He still had the rifle, and I fired two’
shots center mass at him. At that point, he dropped
and kind of almost disappeared around the end. He
dropped and dropped the rifle at the same time. 2nd
then as we started to walk towards him, he just
appeared standing up and started to go towards the
rifle.

And at that point, I couldn't -- sounded

like he was saying something. I couldn't hear

‘anything because I just fired the shots, kind of had

like ringing. So he's about to go to the rifle --
he was going for the rifle again, so I raised -- T
was about -- at that point, I felt like he was going
to go for the rifle again. And just prior to him
reaching that threshold where I was going to fire
more rounds at him, he kind of hesitated or stopped,

and that's when he went down again.
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IN RE JOHN CRAWFORD, llI AUDIO TRANSCRIPTION
OFFICER SEAN WILLIAMS on 08/05/2014 Page 8
And then when he -- when he went down, I

can see he was bleeding. I told him to put his
hands behind his back, roll over, which he did. I
then handcuffed him. And the rifle was away from
him at that point, and I felt it was safe because it
was away from him.

So then once he was cuffed, I could see
he had no more weapons on him, then I turned to
his -- his condition. He was bleeding profusely. I
could see massive wounds to both arms near, like,
the elbow/biceps area. So we did a quick scan of
them, and I did not initially see any rounds to his
body.

So at that moment, I believe Darkow
called for a medic. So we called for a medic,
called for additional units. We called shots had
been fired, sﬁspect was down. So once medics got
rolling, we kind of secured the scene. Like I said,
we got to his condition trying to see what was wrong
with him.

So he was bleeding profusely from his
arms. He was on his stomach so we could see he was
bleeding, I just couldn't see exactly where. So
because he had heavy wounds and bleeding from his

arms, I got similar responding officers to bring
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1 tourniquets, and we applied tourniquets to his upper
2 arms to try and stop the bleeding.

3 Once we applied the tourniquets, he

4 was -- he wasn't saying anything. He was just kind
5 of moaning, the black male. He was kind of moaning,
6 not saying anything. I told him to stay awake, that
7 help's on the way. We're here to help vou. Medics
8 were going to get here soon. And after we applied

9 the tourniquets, the medics -- someone called the

10 medics were on scene. So before we did anything

11 else, the medics were there and they were walking to
12 him.

13 So at that point, that's pretty much my
14 inter -- interaction. The medics took charge of the
15 scene and of the subject and administered aid to
16 him.
17 MR. GRILLE: Good. Then eventually your
18 rifle ended up in the sergeant's car just through
19 chain of custody?
20 MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah. What happened was
21 once the scene was secure as far as the suspect was
22 concerned, Darkow just said, hey, let me -- he
23 handed me his rifle. Said, hey, let me get your
24 rifle, so I handed him my rifle.
25 MR. GRILLE: All right.
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MR. WILLIAMS: And then I eventually
handed his rifle to Matt Stahl who -- and that's the
last I saw of it. So, yeah, Sergeant Darkow took my
rifle and had it on him --

MR. GRILLE: Okay.

MR. WILLIAMS: -- after -- after the
shooting. And that's pretty much it, and I walked
ocutside.

MR. GRILLE: All right. All right.

This will conclude the recording, and the time is
2328 hours.

(End of statement.)
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AUDIO TRANSCRIPTION

Index: P-o-p-p..units

P Q
P-o-p-p 2:7 quick 3:12 5:25
packed 5:2 o:i
panned 6:8 quite: 218
parked 2:14 R

particular 2:15

people 3:17,23
4:21,235:2,5

person 3:20

pet 3:24:18,19
5:9,15,19

pets 5:15

pharmacy 4:6,
10,12

phrasing 6:5
pie 5:21
place 5:6
plan 3:12

point 3:2,10,
13,17,25 6:14,
24 7:2,10,16,
218:59:13

pointing 3:17,
23 4:22

Popp 2:6,8
Present 2:2

pretty 9:13
107

prior 7:22

profusely 8:9,
21

pulled 3:6
put 8:2

radio 2:16 3:18
raise 6:16
raised 7:8,20
reaching 7:23
ready 4:15
rear 5:23

recording
10:10

refusing 6:25
rep 2:4
repeatedly 6:15

responding 3:9
8:25

rifle 3:8 6:9,10,
11,13,15,17,
19,23,25 7:9,
12,15,19,20,22
8:4 9:18,23,24
10:2,4

rifles 4:20
right 2:9,21
5:7,16,22,23,
25 6:1,6,14
9:2510:9
ringing 7:19
roll 8:3

rolling 8:18

rounds 7:24

8:12
row 5:21

S

safe 8:5

said 2:23,24
3:3,16,22,24
4:15,16,24 6:3,
4,6,7,13 8:18
9:22,23

same 7:12

saw 2:19 5:25
6:8,9 10:3

saying 7:17
9:4,6

scan 5:20 8:11

scene 3:7,13
4:1 8:18 9:10,
15,21

screen 2:19
Sean 2:4,9
second 3:15
secure 9:21
secured 8:18

see 4:24 8:2,7,
10,12,19,22,23

seen 5:11
sell 3:19

Sergeant 3:25
7:310:3

sergeant's 9:18
shooting 10:7

shots 7:10,18
8:16

showed 3:11
side 4:10
sights 7:9
similar 8:25
sirens 3:9
slow 5:10
someone 9:9

something 6:22
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soon 9:8
sounded 7:16
Stahl 10:2
stance 6:20
standing 7:14
start 2:12

started 5:10
6:17 7:13,14

starting 5:20
6:21

statement 2:11
10:12

stay 9.6
still 5:11 7:9
stomach 8:22
stop 9:2
stopped 7:24

store 2:12,23
3:1,7,21 4:18
517147

straight 4:17

subject 2:23
3:23 9:15

suspect 8:17
9:21

swung 6:6

T
that's 7:25 9:13
10:2,7
There's 5:5
think 4:4 5:12
those 7:8
threat 7:7
threshold 7:23

through 2:13
4:2,4 9:18

time 2:2 7:12
10:10

Today's 2:1

told 5:22 6:16
8:2 9:6

tone 2:16
tonight 2:12
took 9:14 10:3

tourniquets 9:1,
3,9

towards 5:21
7:13,14

toys 5:16
try 9:2
trying 8:19
turned 8:8
two 7:9
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U

units 2:17 3:9
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IN RE JOHN CRAWFORD, IlI
OFFICER SEAN WILLIAMS on 08/05/2014

AUDIO TRANSCRIPTION
Index: up..yeah

up 2:13,19
3:117:9,14
9:18

upper 9:1
us 6:147:5

v

verbal 2:11
very 5:14

Vince 2:5,6
. Vincent 2:5

w

wait 3:10,14
waiting 3:15
waiving 2:24
walk 7:13

walked 4:17
10:7

walking 3:21
9:11

wall 5:17

15,20 3:19
wasn't 9:4

way 4:19,22
9.7

We're 9:7

7,18

weapons 8:8

8:1
west 4:5

Walmart 2:11,

weapon 6:2,5,

went 5:24 7:25

where 2:18
5:15,17 7:6,23
8:23

wherever 2:20
which 8:3
who 3:20 10:2
whoever 3:11
will 10:10

Williams 2:4,14
3:4,6 4:8,11,
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wounds 8:10,
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Log Event for Sean Williams

Event Title: Driving Complaint
Category:
Event Date: 3/27/2007

Discussion Date: 3/27/2007

Event Description:

I received a complaint from a citizen about car 039 speeding in the City of Xeniz at 0820
hours 03/27/2007. After checking who had that car it was found that Officer Sean Williams
was on his way to Common Pleas Court for trial, The caller stated the officer was going at
least 60 in the posted 50 mile per hour zone.

Discussicn with employee:

I spoke with Sean at 1530 hours 03/27/2007 regarding this complaint. He stated he was
driving the car and was on his way to court. He stated he may have been going 60 in a 50.
I reminded Sean that his driving was looked at during daylight hours by many citizens and

he needs to be cautious tc avoid complaints. He stated he understood. Sgt. Doyle Wright
#38 ‘

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT
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Audio of Williams
Interview with Grile
8/5/14

PLAINTIFF’S
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COQURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF QOHIO
WESTERN DIVISION
TRESS SHERROD, ET AL.,; )
Plaintiffs, )
vs. )
) Case No. 3:14-cv-00454
OFFICER SEAN WILLIAMS, )

ET AL., )
Defendants. )
Transcript of the videotaped interrogation of
Officer Sean Williams on August 8, 2014 at
1:09 p.m., transcribed by me, Angela M. Wachsman,

Notary Public in and for the State of Ohio, on
January 29, 2016.

APPEARANCES:

Agent Dave Hornyak, Ohio BCI
Agent Brent Kirkpatrick, Ohio BCI
Vincent Popp, Esqg.,

On behalf of Officer Sean Williams

g PLAINTIFF'S
g EXHIBIT
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Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(BEG NNI NG OF VI DEOTAPED | NTERROGATI ON) :

AGENT HORNYAK: 1'Ill have you sit right
there, if it's okay with you. Thanks for com ng
I n and accommodati ng. (Il naudible.)

Ckay. Sean, we just nmet briefly in the
hal | way. But | am Agent Dave Hornyak with BCl,
this is Special Agent Brent Kirkpatrick. W've
just been assigned to | ook into the Wal nart
shooting fromthe other night.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: You're aware of that and
that's why we're here together. W've already
talked with Oficer -- or sorry, Sergeant Darkow
and expl ained the sane thing to you that we did
wth him and | have spoken with M. Popp about
this next step as well. W're a crim nal
I nvestigation agency. W' ve been called in by
your departnent to act as an i ndependent
I nvestigating entity to determne the facts of
what happened the other night. As a part of
that, due to the unfortunate death of the
subject, there is -- as a potential of a crimnal
I nvestigation, we always, as a matter or
protocol, read the Mranda R ghts to people in

your position, as being one of the officers that

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918

Page: 2
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was i nvolved. Oay. So we want -- we do that
for a couple reasons. One, this is not an

I nternal investigation. [It's a crimnal

I nvestigation but not necessarily pointed at
anything right now W are going to read you
this and ask you to sign it. Do you have any
| ssue wth doing that?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Are you here
voluntarily?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: And you realize you're
free to go, fromour standpoint, if you want to
go?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: kay. Sean, | know
you're famliar this but we typically read it,
have you look at it, and it's going to be a
couple of parts here, so l'mgoing toread it to
you out loud. Before we ask you any questions,
you nmust understand your rights. You do have the
right to remain silent, anything you say can be
used agai nst you in court or other proceedi ngs.
You have the right to talk to a | awer for advice

before we ask you any questions and to have him

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918
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with you during questioning. If you can't afford
a lawer, one will be appointed for you before
any questioning if you wish. [|f you decide to

answer questions now w thout a | awer present,
you wll still have the right to stop the
guestioning at any tine. You also have the right
to stop the questioning at any tinme until you
talk to a |l awer. W understand your |awer is
here, but do you understand all that?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. |If you woul d,
pl ease, sign, date and put the -- |'msorry.
Sign, date and put the tinme right there. Let's
mark that as 1:09 is what | have, if that works
for you.

OFFI CER W LLIAVMS: Al right.

AGENT HORNYAK: [It's 8-8 today, 8-8-14.
Ckay. And then one nore part, just the Wiiver of
Rights. So this would be you -- this wll say
that you have read this statenent of your rights
as it has been read to you, you understand what
your rights are, you're willing to make a
statenent, answer questions, you don't want a
| awyer at this tinme, you understand and know what

you're doing, no prom ses or threats have been

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918
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made to you, and no pressure or coercion of any
ki nd has been used agai nst you. You hereby
voluntarily and intentionally waive your rights
and are willing to nake a statenent and answer
guestions?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. |If you agree to
that, do the sane and the sane tinme, Sean. OCkay.
Thank you. |'mjust going to take care of the
| ast bit of getting the witness |ine signed on
that. Do you mnd again, sir? (lnaudible.)

UNI DENTI FI ED VO CE:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Was it convenient for
you to cone in today?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yeah.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, the reason
my conputer is up here is I'mgoing to show you
sone video fromthe store. W're going to talk a
little bit first about the video in the store and
listen to radio traffic again to see if that
hel ps jar your nenory about anything. Not that
It necessarily needs it, but to get us all on the
same track of what we're listening to and seeing,
okay?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918
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1 AGENT HORNYAK: Sean, is your full nane
2| Sean WIlians?

3 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

4 AGENT HORNYAK: How do you spell your

5| first name?

6 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  S-e-a-n.

7 AGENT HORNYAK: What's your rank, sir?
8 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Pat r ol man.

9 AGENT HORNYAK: Patrol man. \What's your
10 | badge nunber?

11 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  90.

12 ACGENT HORNYAK: Is that also the radio

13| sign you use, the call sign?

14 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

15 AGENT HORNYAK: How nmany years have you
16 | been with Beavercreek?

17 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Ni ne.

18 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Wiat's the extent
19 | of your |aw enforcenent experience?

20 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | got hired on in

21| March here at Beavercr eek.

22 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So all your years
23| of |aw enforcenent have been here?

24 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

25 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. W're going to

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918 Page: 6
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have a | ot of questions for you. W're trying to
do a thorough investigation for -- and we're just
here to gather the facts. Like |I said, we don't
make determ nations about what occurred. W
gather the facts fromall types of sources, you
being a primary source of that information we're
going to have, and we present that to the
Prosecutor's Ofice for their review. That's the
way it is. | don't knowif you' ve been involved
In these types of things before and we'll get to
that as well.

Where we'd like to start, if it's good
wth youis -- again, we're going back to Tuesday
the 5th, the evening at Walmart. W want you to
start wherever you feel is appropriate about your
initial know edge of what was going on at VAl mart
that night and just tell the whole thing through.
"Il try to interrupt, not too nuch at first, and
then we're going to keep rolling back a little
bit. Does that work for you?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yeah.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So Tuesday ni ght
IS a good starting point?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Start wherever you'd

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918

Page: 7



Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 28 of 110 PAGEID #: 2525

Deposition of Officer Sean Williams Tressa Sherrod, et d., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et dl.,

1| like.

2 OFFI CER WLLIAMS: | was -- that

3| particular evening, | was doi ng paperwork behind

41 Wal mart when the tone dropped on the radio.

5 AGENT HORNYAK: You nean, because you

6| were already there before you got called, you

7| were at the Walmart?

8 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Correct.

9 AGENT HORNYAK: Wiy did you happen to be
10 | there?

11 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | had just taken a
12| crash report at the BWB right across the way and
13| sonetines | go by Wal mart, and nobody goes back
14| there, to just kind of sit and do paperwork.

15 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

16 OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  And | don't wusually
17| get bothered back there.

18 AGENT HORNYAK: Sorry to interrupt. Go
19 |  ahead.

20 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  That's okay. So the
21| tone dropped on ny radio signaling an energency
22| fromdispatch and they dispatched two of the

23| wunits. | forget which units exactly they were.
24 | They just dropped the tone and stated two units
25| on the radio, and then they kind of hesitated on

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918 Page: 8
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the radio. So | didn't know exactly what was
going on at first.

So | brought up ny conputer, brought up
the call screen, double clicked the call and saw
that it was at 3360 Pentagon, and |I'm i ke, okay,
"' mright here.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: So | just immediately
started heading towards the -- around the side
towards BP towards the front of Walmart and
that's when dispatch started giving -- started
expl ai ni ng what the call was about.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: They di spatched two
units and stated that there was a subject wth a
gun inside Walmart. They stated that he was
wavi ng the gun around, that he was pointing it at
people and that it was a rifle type weapon --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  -- and that he was
loading it -- at the tinme of dispatch, he was
|l oading it. That's what dispatch said.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: So | arrived on scene

and based on the fact it was a rifle and he was

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918

Page: 9



Deposition of Officer Sean Williams

Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 30 of 110 PAGEID #: 2527
Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

pointing it at people, winging it around and

|l oading it, | deployed ny rifle. | pulled to the
front of the store, got out, called out that I
was on the scene and | pulled out ny rifle; and
my goal at that tine was to wait for the next

unit to arrive and we were going to go in,
basi cal | y.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: So | arrived on
scene. | parked by the eastern nobst entrance
doors, kind of by the food area --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: -- because that was
t he cl osest doors there were.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: So | parked there,
and then we got word that he was in the pet area,
which was in the opposite side of the store from
where | was parked.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  But | saw a unit
com ng down Pentagon Boul evard, another car, so |
just ran to the other side where he parked. It
ended up being -- it was dark out. So |I ran up

to himwth ny rifle. He was in his trunk

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918

Page: 10



Deposition of Officer Sean Williams

Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 31 of 110 PAGEID #: 2528

Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

getting his tackle vest on and getting his rifle
as well. As | waited for himto get ready,
di spatch said that the caller still had an eye on
himand that it was in the pet section. Then I
confirmed with dispatch before we went in. |
confirmed wwth them | asked if he was, in fact,
pointing the rifle at people.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And they confirned,
yes, that he was pointing the rifle at people.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  So, based on
everything we knew at that tinme, Sarge and | were
just going to go straight to the suspect. At

that point we were going to go in through the --

what the heck -- the garden center doors --
AGENT HORNYAK:  Uh- huh.
OFFI CER W LLIAMS: -- but it was |ike

barri caded by a big netal gate, fence. W
couldn't get entry through there, which would
have been the closest area to the pet area. So
we went one entrance to the east, which was
closer to like the pharnmacy.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And we went through

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918
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t he door and then we kind of gave each other a

nod that we were going in and we nade entry into

Wl mart .

We wal ked straight in and i mmedi ately it
was -- the store was very, very crowded. As we
made our way towards the pet area -- | nean,

there were famlies everywhere, kids walking
around, there were people all over the place
crowdi ng the nmai n drag.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | don't know how to
explainit, like the main hallway area, |
guess - -

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: -- separating the
di fferent departnents.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: |t was very, very
crowded.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: We were passing
peopl e, kind of scanning both directions as we
wer e headi ng back towards the pet area just to
see if we could find the person. [If | could

rewi nd for a second, they said it was a bl ack

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918
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mal e that had the rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: So as we were
wal king, at that tinme in the particular rear end,
It didn't seemlike anybody was too al arned at
that point. Just in the bulk of the m ddle or
out si de the pharnmacy people seened to be acting
nor mal .

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAM5: So | even asked one
person at randomif he had seen anybody with a
gun wal ki ng around and he said no. So we just
kept clearing the rows as qui ckly as possible as
we headed towards the pet area.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: So we reach the pet
area, which | think is like three or four aisles
in the far southwest corner of the store. So we
carefully start scanning back to see who was back
there. So Darkow is kind of scanning to the |eft
and I'mkind of looking to the right. Then we
reached the end and there was one nore row | eft
In the pet area.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: So based on the
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1| witnesses, | thought he was there to the left.
2| At that point | kind of told Darkow -- because
3| there was a long hall to the right as well. So
4| if Darkow would have made that left turn in the
5| final row, he would have been exposed all the way
6| tothe end of the store to the right. So I told
7| himl was going to cover himto the right while
8 | he scanned to the left. So he scanned to the
9| left and | kind of briefly glanced to the right,
10| and as soon as | glanced to the right, | heard
111 himyell, "Drop your weapon, drop your weapon,"
121 in like a repeated manner.
13 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
14 OFFI CER W LLI AM5: So as soon as he said
15| that, I swung around to his right and kind of
16 | cleared himso | could see what he was | ooki ng at
171 and talking to in this weird kind of side by
18 | si de.
19 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
20 OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  And as soon as |
21| 1 ooked -- turned around and | ooked down the hall
22| or in the pet area, | saw a black nmale holding --
23| what inmrediately popped out at ne was a rifle. |
24| sawarifle --
25 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
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1 OFFI CER WLLIAMS:  -- in hand. And |

21 could see the magazine and it | ooked |like a

3| rifle.

4 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

5 OFFI CER W LLI AMS: So as Sergeant Dar kow
6| commanded himto drop the weapon, he did not do

7| so. He made -- I'mtrying to find words to

8| describe this over the |ast few days. He did not
9| drop the weapon. He nade a novenent to what |

10| interpreted as aggressive. He did -- he was

11| nmoving with the rifle and was not dropping it,

121 and | felt at that tinme he had a rifle in a

13| position to where he could have raised it up or
14| he could have shot either nme or Sergeant Dar kow.
15 And | also felt that if he were to escape around
16 | the end and nake a way to the rest of the store,
171 that all the famlies and the kids were in the

18 | immediate risk as well.

19 So at that point when he didn't drop the
20 | weapon and he started maki ng novenents with it, |
21| felt that ny life was at risk, | felt that

22| Sergeant Darkow s life was at risk and | felt

23| that all the famlies we passed wal king into the
241 store and the children, | thought they were all

25 at ri sk.

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918 Page: 15



Deposition of Officer Sean Williams

Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 36 of 110 PAGEID #: 2533
Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1 Due to all the circunstances and wth
2| himfailing to obey Sergeant Darkow s commands, |
3| fired two shots at the subject. At that point he
41 went down and dropped the rifle and kind of
5| al nost disappeared behind the end of the row. So
6| we started naking our way, and as we were naking
7| our way -- | could see the rifle, | could see the
8| black male and as we were nmaking our way to the
9| rifle, I could see that it was a rifle.

10 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

11 OFFI CER W LLI AMS: And as we nmde our

121 way to him he |like junped back up and started

13| running towards the rifle again. He was saying
141 sonething but | couldn't hear. | couldn't hear
15| anything at that point. M ears were ringing.

16 | So he was saying sonething. | was telling himto
171 get down, get down, get down, because at that

18 | point he was already a threat to us and | was

19| forced to engage him and then he was about to

20 | cone back for that weapon again.

21 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

22 OFFICER WLLIAMS: So | felt just

23 | everything about himwas aggressive. He cane

24 | pback at us after he had al ready been shot to what
25| | considered to get the rifle again.
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So he was about at the threshold to
where | was consi dering shooting agai n when he
col |l apsed. He cane back towards us at the rifle
and |"'mtelling himto get down, get down, get
down, get down, get down, get down on the round
and he kind of reaches in the area of the rifle
and kind of just collapses. So | kind of wal ked
past the rifle and i medi ately scanned around to
make sure there were no other threats and | tel
himto roll over onto his belly and put his hands
behi nd his back. He was kind of squirm ng and
yelling and screaming stuff that | couldn't
understand. He wasn't i mmedi ately cooperati ve,
as far as putting his hands behind his back. |
had to get on top of himand kind of pull his
hands together to cuff him

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  Wen | cuffed him |
coul d see that he had very serious injuries to
one of his el bows and he had another wound to his
other arm | can't renenber which arm was which
that had the severe wound. So ny i mmedi ate
t hought was, okay, he's down, he's injured, there
Is no imedi ate threat in the i medi ate area.

Now, we have to treat himas a patient,
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1| basically, who has been wounded. So | told -- by
2| that tinme other units arrived on scene and Matt
3| Stull was there. | don't renenber if | told him
41 on the radio or told himpersonally to go grab
5| his nedical kit, and I know one of our officers,
6| Oficer Bondi (sic), he always carries a
7| tourniquet.

8 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

9 OFFI CER WLLIAMS: So ny initial foll ow
10| upwas | did a quick -- | |ooked himover from
11| head to toe, and fromwhat | could tell is he

121 only had wounds to his arns --

13 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

14 OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  -- fromwhat | could
15| see. W even pulled the shirt up and I couldn't
16 | see any rounds to his body, fromwhat | could
171 see.

18 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

19 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  So ny goal at that
20| tinme was to treat what we could see, which was
211 the wound to the arnms. So | had Oficer Stull
221 pbring a nedical kit and Oficer Bondi brought a
23| tourniquet. The nedical kit that Oficer Stull
24 | Dbrought also had a tourniquet init. So Oficer
25| Stull applied tourniquets to his arns to stop the
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bl eeding to the arns, and he was still naking
noi ses and noving as we stood over him | just
kept giving himwords of encouragenent. | told

himto stay awake, stay awake. There were a
couple of tines where it seened |i ke he passed
out or fell asleep and | was kind of tapping him
on the side of the face, trying to get himto
wake up, wake up, wake up, wake up, just trying
to keep hi mawake and keep him alive.

The nedics were there probably right
when the tourniquets were applied and we,
basi cally, just assessed his condition, kept him
awake, tried to keep himconscious until the
medi cs could get there who had better tools than
we did at the tine. So the nedics got there and
started treating him

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: At that point once
they did their assessnent, they | oaded himup and
took himaway, and then after that | net wth
Dar kow i ke kind of in the side hall and he took
my rifle and gave ne his rifle, and | knew it was
probably just for evidence because they were
going to have to take it eventually. So he took

my rifle and gave ne his. | eventually gave his
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rifle to Oficer Stull and | nmade ny way outside
and met O ficer Darkow outside the doors and we
just kind of stood there until we were given
further directions.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, were you
injured at all during that entire incident?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. W'Ill go back
t hrough slowy and then on sone things |I'mjust
going to junp around when we ask questions. |
know it's tough to tal k about and sit through it.
| f you need a break at any tine just |et us know.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Ckay.

AGENT HORNYAK: Were you on regul ar duty
that night? Wat's your duty shift?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: It was 11: 00 a.m to
11: 00 p. m

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So you were
nearing the end of your shift. \Wat tine,

approxi mately, were you in the Wal mart parKking

| ot ?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | got there and
started filling out paperwork around 7:45, 7:30,
7. 45.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Do you recall --
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| know a ot of information cane out in the

nmedia. | don't knowif you paid attention, but
do you recall, approximately, the tinme the call
cane in?

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  Yes. It was around
18: 20, | believe.

AGENT HORNYAK: okay. 18:20 woul d be
6:20 p.m So --

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: [I'msorry. [|'m
sorry.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Yes.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  20: 20.

AGENT HORNYAK: Yes. Mlitary tine gets
nme a lot, too, especially in something |ike this.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Sorry.

AGENT HORNYAK: So about 8:20 p.m?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And that is
during the course of your normal duty shift. So
you had about three hours left on duty that
ni ght ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And Sean, are you
on adm nistrative | eave fromthe departnent?

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: That's what Keith
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told me, that | was, yeah.

AGENT HORNYAK: kay. Okay. And did he
say to you that's part of what typically just
occurs in the -- that's what the departnent does
in a situation like this?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Any officer
I nvol ved in a shooting just typically goes on
adm ni strative | eave?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. I'll start near
t he beginning there. You were already in the
Wal mart parking lot. You said the tone cane in
froma caller at the Walmart. You said you
wor ked your way around the front, is that
accurate?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Did you wal k around or
you drove around?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: | drove around.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Since you were
al ready there, did you activate your lights and
sirens?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: You didn't feel the need
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1| to at that point?
2 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.
3 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. |Is it accurate
41 that the cruiser caneras -- do you have a cruiser
5| canera in your vehicle?
6 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.
7 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. |Is it accurate
8| that those are only activated by two neans: One
9| is to activate the lights and sirens and the
10 | canera cones on, the other option is to do it
11| manual | y?
12 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.
13 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Since you didn't
141 activate your lights and sirens, you didn't have
15| the cruiser canera on, and you did not activate
16 | the cruiser canera manually either, correct?
17 OFFI CER WLLIAMS: | did not.
18 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. In the front of
19| the store, you and -- I'mnot sure if you said
20| his full nanme or not, but we just interviewed
211 him so we kind of put themtogether. You said
22 | Darkow, referring to who?
23 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Ser geant Dave Dar kow.
24 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. He was the only
25| other officer on the scene at the tine, at the
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I mredi ate tinme?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And you engaged
hi m you guys net up, sounds |like, at the trunk
of his vehicle?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Do you recall
speaki ng to hi mabout what? What was your
conversation --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Um - -

AGENT HORNYAK: -- if you had any? At
that tinme what was your conversation?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  The only thing he
really said was -- we didn't really have an
ext ended conversation. He was gearing up and we
made our way to the door.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: D spatch was
continually giving us information. So while he
was standing there, that's when | confirnmed with
di spatch if he was pointing a rifle at people.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And they said yes,
and then we -- just based on training, we just

knew what we were going to do. W were just
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going to go straight to the threat. So he said,
"Are you ready, are you ready?" He said, "Let's
go," and that's it, and then we went to the
front.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. You guys can't
get in the one entrance, you go to another one,
you get inside, and do you recall, either you or
our Sergeant Darkow, giving any instructions to
custonmers in the store?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | do recall -- |
think he told a few people right in the begi nning
to get like -- | think there were sone people
st andi ng around us |ike what the heck is going on
and he told themjust to | eave.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: That's the only tine
| recall himtelling anyone, | believe.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. \What are you
| ooking for at that point? As you're entering
the store, what's your thought?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: My thought is that we
have to, based on the calls, the situation and
what information was given to us, we had a threat
In the store and there was a threat to everyone

in the store. W were trained to go imedi ately
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and as quickly as possible --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAM5S: -- to that threat.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  So our goal was to go
to where we knew the threat was while still
carefully maki ng sure he wasn't in the crowd.

AGENT HORNYAK: Cot cha.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  So our goal was just
to nove as quickly and essentially as possible to
the threat.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. And you nentioned
training. What kind of training have you had in
t hat regard?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Well, two weeks ago
we had -- we had with an active shooter training.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And we went through
scenarios exactly like this where there's people
w th weapons, people that were actively shooting
and then people that just had weapons --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: -- in an occupied
bui I di ng.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
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1 OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  And in that training
2! we're told to go straight to the threat,
3| bypassing people and containing it --

4 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

5 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- as best as

6 | possible.

7 AGENT HORNYAK: And that's how you woul d
8 | describe what you did --

9 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

10 AGENT HORNYAK: -- in your response?

11 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

12 AGENT HORNYAK: And so you felt like the
13| training that you even just recently had was

14| relevant to this exact situation?

15 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

16 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Have you had --

171 and did sonething -- (inaudible) -- respond to

18 | that --

19 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

20 AGENT HORNYAK: Have you had that type

21| of training before?

22 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: Yes. W have it

23| wusually once a year.

24 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And, again, that

25

training specifically tells you, as the first
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respondi ng officer, if there is a threat or an
unidentified threat, you go directly to the
threat, is that what you're sayi ng?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And you and
Sergeant Darkow didn't even discuss that, you
felt I'ike you had been trained on this enough,
you' re seasoned officers, you're going through
t he door and | ooking for the threat?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK: You don't recall,
specifically, yourself discussing anything
wth -- giving commands to custoners, but you did
recall at one point asking -- did you say you
asked a custoner --

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: |'msorry.

AGENT HORNYAK: Did you say you asked
t he custoner sonething at one point or the
associ ate?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | did ask when we
first walked in -- there were peopl e everywhere,
and sone of them-- the one guy | asked he didn't
seemtoo alarned. So | was trying to ask the
first people |I saw, |ike have you seen anyone

with a gun.
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AGENT HORNYAK:

Uh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: He said no.

AGENT HORNYAK:

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

the only person | asked.
AGENT HORNYAK:
OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

starting to focus --

AGENT HORNYAK:

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: - -

Ckay.
So that's pretty nuch

Ckay.

And then we were

Ckay.

on that particular

direction and area of the pet area.

AGENT HORNYAK:
was your
patrol, so | was wearing
uni form top,

AGENT HORNYAK:

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: - -

and shoes.
AGENT HORNYAK:

patrol,
OFFI CER W LLI AMS:
AGENT HORNYAK:
outfitted? Were is your

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

What were you -- what

uni form that night?
OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

|''mon the bike

a two-tone bicycle

white with bl ack --

Uh- huh.

and bl ack shorts

You were on the bike

but you were in a cruiser that night?

Yes.
And how i s that uniform
badge, where is your --

There is a badge,
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there is a plain badge in plain view. It has ny
nane on it, has "Police" across the back.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: [|'d have to look in
my -- it may say "Police" in the front as well.

AGENT HORNYAK: |t says, "Police" across
t he back?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Probably in reflective
material, being the bike patrol.

The officer -- I'msorry. Sergeant
Dar kow, you said he got sone things out of his
trunk when you were staging to get in there.

What was he getting out of the trunk again?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  He was putting on --
when | ran up to his cruiser he was putting on a
tackling vest --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  -- which we can
carry. It says "Police" on it and you carry
extra magazi nes and anything el se --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Yes.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: -- you can carry in
an active shooter type scenario. He put that on

and he was getting his rifle out.
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AGENT HORNYAK: What kind of rifle does
he have, if you recall?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: He has -- we're only
allowed to carry an AR-15 style --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER WLLIAMG: -- rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. And that's what
he had? That's your recollection?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Did you have a tackle
vest yoursel f?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Did he not assign one?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: | don't have one.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So it's just you
in the uniform |Is it nostly white, the top
nostly white?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  The top is nostly
whi t e.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, do you
recall either of you identifying yourselves as
police at any point during that response?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | don't recall that
bei ng sai d.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Were you basing
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that on -- is that sonething you would normal |y
do or is it sonething --

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: |t depends on the
speed of what's going on.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: | mean, when we
reached the end, if you' re tal king about the
final -- when we confronted him --

AGENT HORNYAK: \Wherever you want to
start.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: When we confronted
t he suspect, ny sergeant was al ready giving
comands to him That's what drew nmy attention
back to him He was giving commands and | didn't
have tinme really to say anything, nyself, to him
before | shot.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Stay on that for
a mnute. W mght junp a little too far ahead
on you to keep the flow going for you.

Do you recall Darkow -- if we're up to
the point where we're at the subject, you recal
Dar kow sayi ng, "Drop your weapon, drop your
weapon," is that correct?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Unh- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: D d you say sonething
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further to the suspect after that or before that?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: | did not.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Going back to
your training for a mnute, Sean, what additi onal
trai ning have you had? Law enforcenent, nine
years. You have a lot of training in | aw
enforcenent. What additional specialized

training and what tactical training have you had,

I f any?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: [|'ve been to -- it's
called Fast 1 and Fast 2. It's a tactical
firearns sel f-defense class, OSP. |'ve been to
both of those classes. [It's an advanced tactical

type course.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  |'ve been to officer
down civilian rescue --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  -- which is like a
tackl e type response to people down in active
shoot er situations.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Yeabh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  [|'ve been -- 1'd have
to look at ny file. 1've also been -- |ast year

| went to advanced tactical weapons school --
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AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- Huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- where you |l earn
how to shoot various types of weapons, how to
respond to different types of scenari os.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: How to make you a
better shot and hel ps you nake better deci sions
under stress and what not.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So you've had
additional tactical training. How often would
you say you get any type of training? Wuld you
say every year, every few nonths?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Well, probably -- 1'd
probably -- as far as extra training |like that,
| ' d probably go once or twce a year.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  But that's outside of
our shooting training that we do to like qualify
w th our weapons and what not.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Very good. And
on that, are you qualified on the weapon that you
fired that night?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: What is this specific

weapon?
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OFFICER WLLIAMS: It's an AR-15 rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFICER WLLIAMS: It is not issued by
the police departnent. It was ny personal rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: W are allowed to
carry our personal rifles as long as they're an
AR-15 style rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And as |long as our
weapons instructors check themfor safety --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  -- and that we woul d
qualify with them Once we do all that, then we
have to get the weapon approved by the Chief, and
he'll sign off onit, and then we're allowed to
carry themon duty.

AGENT HORNYAK: kay. And how | ong have
you been qualified with that weapon with the
departnent and enabled to carry it,
approxi matel y?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Probably four years.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. \Where is that
weapon typically stored in your -- do you have a

vehicl e every night --
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OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- and -- (inaudible.)

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: W have a rack in
bet ween our seats --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: -- that is secure.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. You at sone point
chose to -- that was your weapon of choice that
ni ght ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: G ve us the reasoning
for that. You already touched on that a little
bit, but go through that again.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: The reason | grabbed
the rifle was that fromwhat we knew, the suspect
had a rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  -- and based on what
we knew - -

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: -- that just seened
t he appropriate weapon if -- because if arifle

can reach out, you know, really far, then we may
have to --
AGENT HORNYAK: Uh- huh.
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OFFI CER W LLI AMS: -- shoot at a

di stance as well. So that's the reason.

AGENT HORNYAK:

Ckay. You don't want to

be stuck with a handgun agai nst an AR weapon or

anot her type of rifle that may have nore fire

power ?

OFFI CER W LLI AVS: Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK:

Ckay. And you still --

you felt |ike that was the appropriate choice for

t hat situation?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK:

Ckay. Sean, | know you

guys -- the departnent had you take a toxicol ogy

test and urine sanple fromyou and we have those

results. But can you verify for us for this

I nterview, were you drinking at all that night?
OFFI CER W LLI AMS: No.

AGENT HORNYAK:
any type of drugs?

Ckay. Were you using

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: No.

AGENT HORNYAK:

Ckay. D d you feel you

were reasonably well rested that night?
OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK:

Ckay. Lighting in the

store, how woul d you describe that?
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OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Well |it.
AGENT HORNYAK: Well 1it? GCkay. At one
poi nt you said that you told -- you said there

wasn't nuch di scussi on between you and Dar kow
out si de, you guys knew what you were doing and
went inside. At one point you said that you nade
a statenent to Darkow i nside the store when you
guys were clearing the aisles and you said

sonet hing that you'd cover one of his sides --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- is that accurate?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Which side did you say
you woul d cover, if you recall?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: Yes. | told himl
was going to cover right if he was going to check
the -- (inaudible) -- to the left.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Do you recall
sayi ng anything el se between the both of you
during that tinme?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Were you famliar with
that Wal mart?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: kay. So you knew where
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1| the pet area was?

2 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

3 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Did you ever
4| encounter that subject, suspect prior to that
5| night?

6 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

7 AGENT HORNYAK: kay. Have you | earned
8 | his nane since the incident?

9 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

10 AGENT HORNYAK: And you're still not
11 famliar with hin?

12 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

13 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. | think we'll

141 stick at the point of the shooting for a m nute,
15| Sean, if you're confortable with that for a

16| mnute. So you told Darkow you'd cover to the

171 right and that's -- are we an aisle away fromthe
18 | encounter wth the suspect at that point or is it
19| right there?

20 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  When | said that we
21| were reaching at the end of the store --

22 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

23 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: -- |ike if we kept

24| wal king, we'd go in the garden center already.

25 ACGENT HORNYAK: You cl eared sone aisles
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al ready?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  So we're basically
reaching that final row --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Yeabh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- of the pet area --
AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay.
OFFI CER W LLI AMS: -- basically the

solid part of the store --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- we were reaching
the end of it.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: So in that final row

is when | said that 1'd cone in and I'I|l cover
your right --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: -- because he was

kind of taking the |ead as we were goi ng down the
ai sl e.

AGENT HORNYAK: |s that appropriate to
the way you guys have been trained?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. As he's taking
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the lead, it sounds |ike what you were telling ne
I s he observes the suspect first?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And you went
t hrough, and we're going through things a couple
tinmes here, so forgive us for asking. So he at
sone point is noving, at sone point stops, and
then we're at that last aisle. So before you
hear those commands, is that appropriate; he's
moving slowy and then stops right before those
commands are given?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Dar kow?

AGENT HORNYAK:  Yes.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: | don't know what you
mean.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Probably poorly
said. You guys were clearing the aisles?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: And you got to the | ast
ai sles --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Ri ght.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- where you encountered
t he suspect?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Unh- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: Darkow -- what's your
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I ndication -- what's your first indication that
he sees sonet hi ng?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  When he says, "Drop
your weapon."

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: That's the first
thing | heard.

AGENT HORNYAK: kay. |Is Darkow taking
cover at that tinme?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | can't say.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAVMS: Like | said, | was
covering to the right and as soon as | heard him
say that, | just imediately swung around and,
basi cally, canme and saw the suspect with the
weapon.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: My focus was -- |
coul d see Darkow out of the corner of ny eye. MW
mai n goal was to clear Darkow so he was out of
sight or out of the line of fire --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAM5: -- and to focus on
t he suspect.

AGENT HORNYAK: Was Darkow noving at the
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time when he told the suspect to drop his weapon?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | can't say for sure.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Ckay. But you
clearly noved around him So at sone point
you're either noving quicker than himor he
st opped and you noved qui cker?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No. Basically, he
was to the left in the aisle and | noved to his
right.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  And we kind of just
squared off --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  -- with the suspect.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Darkow says,
"Drop your weapon, drop your weapon," to the best
of your recollection?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: He says it tw ce?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: Um | can't say if he
said it twice. He said it repeatedly.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | don't know exactly
how many tines he said it.

AGENT HORNYAK: It could have been nore
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t han once, but it was at |east once is what
you' re sayi ng?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. How quickly do
you observe the suspect fromthe tine he says
t hat ?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: He said, "Drop your

weapon,"” and then | just -- | imediately turned

and saw himstanding in the aisle with the rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK: And what do you recall
agai n about what you -- sO you see the suspect.

How woul d you descri be what you saw?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | saw hi m standi ng
there and, like | said, | see himand | see the
rifle. | identified it as arifle and by the
tine | identified it as arifle, Sergeant Darkow

had already told himto drop the weapon and so

that's how |l saw him He was basically standing

t here.

AGENT HORNYAK: Uh-huh. You've said
this -- you gave ne your reasoning for what you
did. I'mgoing to ask again specifically. So

t hose commands were given. Wy did you pull the
trigger?
OFFI CER W LLIAMS: Here's why | pulled
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1| the trigger. He began noving with the rifle in
2 | hand.
3 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
4 OFFI CER W LLI AM5: He nade what |
5| consider -- he took a stance to where | felt he
6| could have used it -- fromwhat | could see in ny
7| angle, that he could have used the rifle at any
8| nmonent. The rifle has been -- you know - -
9| (inaudible) -- and he begins noving with it. It
10| was like -- the best | can describe is Ilike an
11| agitated novenent with it as if he wasn't going
121 to listen.
13 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
14 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- and that he was
15| about to use it is how | describe it. So based
16| on that, I've just identified him the rifle and
171 the back drop, and making sure there was no ot her
18 | people around and | felt quite certain at that
19| point that when he wasn't listening to us --
20 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
21 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- that he was goi ng
221 to harm people --
23 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.
24 OFFICER WLLIAMS: -- wth that rifle.
25 AGENT HORNYAK: The call cane in as what

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918 Page: 45



Deposition of Officer Sean Williams

Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 66 of 110 PAGEID #: 2563
Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

again, when that initial call canme in? Wat
details did you have from di spatch?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | had details that a
black male had a rifle in the store.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: He was waving it
around, pointing it at people and he was | oadi ng
it in the corner of the store.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. |s that a commobn
call that you encounter as an officer?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No. |'ve never taken
a call like that before.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Did that cause a
hei ght ened sense of alert when you get a call
i ke that?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Yes. My initial
t hought before we went in, what | was thinking to
nmyself was this is Walmart, they sell weapons,
they sell real guns, they sell fake guns. W've
had calls before at sonewhere |ike D ck's where
peopl e have been |i ke returni ng weapons - -

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: -- or purchase a | ot
nore. We've gotten a call but it wasn't as

serious. It was a person just wal king wwth a gun
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out of the store.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER WLLIAMG: |t wasn't sonebody
waving it around, pointing it at people and
currently loading it.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: So this was very
rare, an unusual call and, you know, wi th how
busy Wal mart is and wth the anmount of people
t hat have purchased itens simlar, weapon style
items in Walmart, | have never taken a call Ilike
this before.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Since the
I nci dent occurred, there has been a | ot of nedia
on what occurred and we now know what the suspect
was carrying at the tine. Are you aware at this
poi nt what the suspect was carrying?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. At any tine
during your response did anybody indicate to you
t hat the suspect had anything other than an
active working firearmthat fired actual bullets?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: There was no ot her
warning that it was anything but a rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And during your
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wal k t hrough Wal mart did you have any ot her

I ndi cation from anyone el se, outside of dispatch
or anyone else, that this may be a pellet gun as
opposed to a firearmthat fires bullets?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Having seen -- when you
first observed the firearm did anything that you
saw of the weapon indicate that it was anything
ot her than an active firearn?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: No. Wen it was laid
on the ground, when | wal ked past it after |
engaged the suspect, | confirnmed with nyself,
yes, that is arifle. That's what | told nyself,
because, you know, you see it --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: -- you know it's a
rifle --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: -- and then it's down
on the ground and you're telling yourself, yes,
it was arifle --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  -- and no one told ne
otherwise until like the next day. | thought it

was a rifle.
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AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. And it wasn't
until the next day until soneone said --

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | believe it was the
next day or early that norning or that night.

AGENT HORNYAK: At |east several hours
after the incident, basically?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. And if | hear you
correctly, Sean, you're saying that you as an
of ficer had before been called to responses where
soneone reports a person with a gun and you' ve
had to use sone discretion in determning -- you
said the call was a little nore urgent this tine
or alittle nore descriptive --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- that there was sone
novenents? But you' ve responded before to calls
before which turned out to be just a suspect
returning a gun or so forth. So you've had to
respond to calls before where there were reports
of a gun, but not to the extent of this call?

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Sean, you were in
the store and Dar kow had nade those conmmands, is

It accurate what you're telling ne, you're saying
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that the suspect did not imedi ately conply?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Your additional
t hought processes were he's arned, he's
potentially a threat to you, potentially a threat
to other custoners, is that what you said?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And Ser geant Dar kow,
yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: And Sergeant Dar kow as
wel | . Ckay.

Did you al so specify that he had what
you t hought could be a potential escape route
from beyond your guys's hold on that section of
the aisle where you could get back in the store?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: (Okay. And are we
heari ng you accurately that that added to your
decision that you felt deadly force was
necessary?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, you fired
how many shots?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Two.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Is that

consi stent with your training?
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OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Now, that you had
a coupl e of days, probably about three days to
reflect on everything, are the actions that you
and Dar kow took in that store consistent with the
training you had that this scenario would be
based upon?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. When the suspect
I's down -- when you fired, |I should say, the
suspect went down pretty quickly?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: And then he does get
back up. Are you aware at that tine where the
weapon is after you fired --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- his weapon?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. And where was it?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: |t was on the ground
bet ween ne and hi m

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. The suspect gets

back up, is that accurate?
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OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Are you noving toward
himat the tinme after the shots were fired?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. He gets back up
and did you -- am| correct in saying you said it
was i n an aggressi ve passion or your perception
was it was an aggressi ve passion?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: (Okay. He's noving
toward you at that point?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: He's noving toward
the gun, like he's | ooking dowmn at it |like he's
about to reach for it.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Wuld you say
that in that nonent you had the opportunity to
fire, if you chose to?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And again, you've
t hought this through. Tell us again why you
didn't fire at that point.

OFFICER WLLIAMG: | didn't fire the
second tine because he didn't quite get there, to
the weapon. He -- that's the reason why. | was

yelling at him yelling at himto get down on the
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1| ground --
2 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.
3 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- and he just

4| stopped short and col |l apsed.

5 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So, again, you

6| thought at the nonent the threat was at | east

7| nmonentarily, even for how split of a second, it
8| was neutralized unless he nade it to that gun or
9! nmade it close enough to where you coul d not

10 | recover?

11 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: ['msorry. Could you
12 | repeat that?

13 AGENT HORNYAK: Yes. |I'mtrying to get
14| a little nore detail on your description on not
15| pulling the trigger for a second instance. So
16 | what went through your mnd i mediately is, you
171 know -- it sounds |like you had a significant

18 | thought process there, that you were aware the
19| gun was not under his control at that nonent?

20 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Ri ght.

21 AGENT HORNYAK: Al t hough he's noving

22| toward the gun and could be a threat, it sounds
23| |ike you rationalized at that second he wasn't a
24| threat yet?

25 OFFI CER W LLI AMS: | considered him a
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t hreat even after he went down.
AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFICER WLLIAMS: He -- | just had it
in my thought if he would have reached the
weapon -- | felt himcom ng back to the weapon --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  -- was a threat.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  And if he would have
made an attenpt to pick up the weapon again --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFICER WLLIAMS: -- | was ready to
fire again.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: But like | said, as
he was nmaking his way towards it, he kind of
hesitated or just stopped short and just went
down. | don't know if he went down w thout ne
telling himto go down. Basically, he went down
before he grabbed the rifle.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. |In your
recol l ection, he nade a secondary nobvenent
towards you and/or towards that rifle and you
didn't fire, and he subsequently went down on his

own?
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OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. He went down and
you said that you had to -- what was your
direction to himafter he was down, then?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: What did | tell hinf

AGENT HORNYAK: Yes, sir.

OFFICER WLLIAMS: | told himto put his
hands behi nd hi s back.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: And he was kind of --
| told himto roll over. | think he was on his
back. | told himto roll over, put his hands
behi nd his back. He was yelling sonething. |
can't renmenber what he was yelling. He was
yelling sonething at ne.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And he eventual |y
rolled over and | told himto put his hands
behi nd his back and he eventually put his hands
out to his sides or sonething or down to his
side. But | had to manually pull his hands
toget her to get him cuffed.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And you cuffed
hi m why, Sean?

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: Because that's what
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we're trained to do in those situations. He is
still potentially a threat to people around. W
don't know if he has any nore weapons on him So
we cuff himfor his safety and our safety.

AGENT HORNYAK: kay. Do you recall the
suspect saying anything before the shots were
fired?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Do you recall the
suspect saying anything during or immediately
after the shots were fired?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: Nothing that | could
understand. He was yelling sonething. Wen he
was com ng back for his rifle, | could see him
saying sonething. | couldn't understand it and
my ears were ringing, so | couldn't quite hear
what he was sayi ng.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  And then when he went
down he was kind of yelling. He didn't say
anything, that | can renenber.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Ckay.

AGENT HORNYAK: Let's tal k about the

response for a mnute after that. So after you
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1| cuffed himdid you feel that he was at | east

21 relatively secure at the nonent?

3 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

4 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. And then what

5| were your next actions?

6 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Qur next actions were
7| to secure the suspect, kind of checked around,

8 | make sure there were no nore threats, nothing

9 | dangerous around, and then our priority is his

10| condition. | believe Darkow called for a nedic
11} and | kind of quickly assessed him and | told

12| O ficer Stull who was on scene at that point that

13 we needed a nedical kit. Due to the wounds to

14 his arns, | felt that | oss of bl ood was an i ssue.
15 AGENT HORNYAK:  Uh- huh.
16 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: W're trained howto

171 apply tourniquets. So | had Oficer Bondi and

18| Oficer Stull bring tourniquets, and | believe

191 Oficer Stull applied both of themto his arns to
20| try to stop the bleeding as nuch as possi bl e.

21 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

22 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And at that point --
23| those were the only injuries | could see at that
241 tinme. So we kind of just kept himawake as best

25| we could and waited for the nedics to get there.
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AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So you were
actively engaged in trying to attend to the
suspect's nedi cal needs?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, did you
make a verbal statenent about this incident to
the police departnent --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- after the incident?
Ckay. And we're not done yet unfortunately, but
Is there anything at this point that -- in the
time you've had in between that statenent and
fromwhat you can recall, is there anything that
critically you woul d change to that verbal
st at enent ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No. | nean, that
initial statenent to ne seened like it was | ust
a -- alnost like a brief summary of what
happened, what they wanted. So | feel it was |ike
a brief summary.

AGENT HORNYAK: You still feel it's
accurate today?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, do you have

-- have you had prior involvenent in any
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shooti ngs?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Can you tell us what
t hat was?

OFFI CER W LLIAVMS: | was involved in a
shooti ng back in 2010, where ne and ny partner
responded to a donestic violence incident and
we -- during our response and entry into the
suspect's apartnent, he cane -- he junped up from
the living roomw th a big butcher knife and
charged at ne and ny partner --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  -- and he was given a
verbal commandnent to stop and drop the knife and
he did not, and he was right on top of us and I
fired --

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  -- and shot and
killed him

AGENT HORNYAK: \What type of weapon were
you holding at that tine?

OFFI CER WLLIAMG: It was a Sig Sauer
P229, .40 cali ber.

AGENT HORNYAK: Handgun?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.
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AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Was there an
I nvestigation done after that incident?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: What were the results of
t hat investigation?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  That | acted
appropriately, in policy and wwthin the | aw

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Any other
shooting i ncidents?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Not that |'ve been
directly involved in.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Yeah, | need any
ki nd of a shooting that you' ve been directly
I nvol ved in. Ckay. Are you saying that you have
been at other incidents where other officers are
shot ?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: No. |'ve just been
-- shooting incidents?

AGENT HORNYAK: | know that's a broad
term

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Yes. No, | haven't
had a shooting other than these two tines.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Have you ever
been disciplined for a use of force issue?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.
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1 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, you've been
2| very thorough and | appreciate that, and you know
3| howthis is, being an officer, that a | ot of
41 times certain people renenber certain details,
5| one way or another. |If Sergeant Darkow were to
6| recall that after he gave commands to the
7| subject, that you gave a subsequent conmand to
8| the subject, either sonething along the |ines of
9| "get down" or "put it down," you said you don't
10| recall nmaking any commands yourself at this
11| point?

12 OFFI CER W LLI AMS: At this point --

13 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

14 OFFI CER WLLIAMS: -- | can't.

15 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. |Is it out of the
16 | realmof possibility that Darkow may just be
171 renmenbering it that way, you think nmaybe you're
18 | just not -- forgetting, is it -- can you close it
19 | out one way or the other 100 percent or can you
20| not?

21 OFFI CER WLLIAMS: | can't close it out
22 | 100 percent.

23 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Thank you.

24 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  There are still
25| things that are foggy and --
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AGENT HORNYAK:

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: - -

know, one day I'll see

Absol ut el y.

where | can -- you

things crystal clear and

the next day every thing is foggy.

AGENT HORNYAK:

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

AGENT HORNYAK:

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: |

sayi ng anyt hi ng.
AGENT HORNYAK:
opportunity to speak w

shoot i ng,

AGENT HORNYAK:

comment on that.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

| have.
AGENT HORNYAK:
great detail about the

suspect. Did you feel

Uh- huh.
So |
Ckay.

don't renenber.

remenber

don't

Have you been given the

t h anybody about the

a counsel or or anything like that?
OFFI CER W LLI AVS:;

Yes.

You don't have to

It's fine. But, yes,
Ckay. You went into
medi cal situation for the

t he nedi cal attention

given to himat the tinme was appropriate?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

AGENT HORNYAK:

I nto detail

to keep himalert and awake,

Yes.

Ckay. And you even went

I n saying that you personally tried

because, you said,
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you felt he was | apsing into unconsci ousness and
my - -

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- result in sonething?
Ckay. O her officers responded shortly
t hereafter you?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Unh- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: |s there anything you
saw t hat you woul d consider inappropriate actions
done by anybody for this incident?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT HORNYAK: Do you believe everybody
acted professionally?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Do you believe that
everybody fromthe departnent that arrived,
whet her from your departnent or otherw se -- |
believe there were multiple jurisdictions. Do
you believe everybody that was cl ose enough made
every attenpt to save that suspect's life?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Sean, are you
aware that there were other nedical issues going
on in the store --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.
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1 AGENT HORNYAK: -- either right around
2| there or shortly after? Can you tell us about
3| that real quick?

4 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes. The scene

5| quickly becane quickly chaotic, even nore so

6 | because as soon as the suspect was down, we were
7| getting reports |ike people going down with

8 | various health issues.

9 AGENT HORNYAK:  Unh- huh.

10 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: And | believe -- |

11| don't know which officer -- fromwhat | could

12| hear on the radio, | was nore focused on the

13 | suspect. But fromwhat | could hear on the

141 radio, they were trying to give AED to one of the
15| people. | don't know who it was, | don't know
16 | what their energency was.

17 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

18 OFFI CER W LLI AMS: But we were getting
19 | several reports that people were having nedical

20 | enmergenci es throughout the store.

21 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. D d you have

22| direct involvenent in the attention of any of

23 | those?

24 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

25 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So you were just
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heari ng that over the radio and not sure what it
nmeans.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: (Okay. Are you doing all
right so far?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yeah.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Wat we're going
to nove intoin a mnute here is listen to sone
radio traffic in helping you identify what's
going on, see if that triggers anything
different. During the discussion, we're going to
wat ch sone of the video, but Brent is going to
ask sone questions for you right now Brent?

AGENT KI RKPATRICK: |If you don't m nd,
Sean, I'mgoing to ask you a few follow up
guestions and it has just been because |'ve been
writing notes while you've been talking. [|'m not
trying to scrutinize anything by the questions
|"masking. It's just | amuncl ear about sone

and I want to nmake sure |I've got it right in ny

m nd.

Ckay. First of all, what platoon are
you on?

CFFI CER W LLI AMS:  The nane of the
pl at oon?
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AGENT KI RKPATRICK: Yes. |Is it a nunber
or nane?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: Yes. | think it's
one -- | really don't know. |It's a swing shift
and | nmake nmy own --

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Do you report to a
certain supervisor?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Who do you report
to?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: At the tinme of the
I ncident it was Sergeant Dar kow.

AGENT KI RKPATRICK: So at the tine of
the incident you were reporting to Sergeant
Dar kow?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  And the nunber of the
pl atoon is Pl atoon 4.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Ckay. And do you
split supervisors? | know you work from
11:00 a.m to 11:00 p.m | know Sergeant Darkow
works from7:00 p to 7:00 a, correct?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS:  Yes. M first

supervisor is Sergeant Molnar and I'mwith him
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from11: 00 to 7:00.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: So since you're on
swi ng shifts, you've had supervisors that changed
t hr oughout your shift?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

ACGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Ckay. And how | ong
have you worked on that particular swing shift?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Then, probably a
year.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Ckay. So you've
wor ked very closely wth Sergeant Mol nar and
Ser geant Dar kow?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. And you'll
have to forgive ne because Dave -- | wote down
sone questions and when he was goi ng through
them he answered sone al ready.

When the commands were given by Sergeant
Dar kow, woul d you consi der those commands cl ear,
conci se and audi bl e?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT KIRKPATRICK: So it was -- in your
opi ni on, do you think the subject could have
easily heard, "put it down" or "drop the weapon,"

or what ever conmands -- the exact words that
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Ser geant Dar kow gave?
OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.
AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. Were there

any ot her audi bl e indications surroundi ng you

that would indicate the police were there or near

the store?

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: | don't understand
what you're saying.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Ckay. Typically,
when police officers respond, they'l|l respond
with Iights and sirens.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT KI RKPATRICK: D d you hear any
| ights and sirens going off at that tine?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: Yes. Wen | pulled
around, | heard sirens. | heard Sergeant
Dar kow s sirens and | heard other sirens
respondi ng as wel .

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. You heard
t hose clearly?

OFFI CER W LLI AM5: | could hear those

clearly from outsi de.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Ckay. Did you hear
them-- | know a lot was going on. Once you were

I nside, a lot of chaos, lots of crowds of people
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1] inthere. D d you hear any of the sirens once

2| you were inside the building?

3 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Not that | could

4| hear.

5 AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Ckay.

6 AGENT HORNYAK: And | didn't press this

7| point with you, Sean. W spoke to Darkow and
8| sonetines we assune that, you know, other details
91 you have and we'll bring themout in the open

10| here. You said you're famliar with the store?

11 |"msorry to interrupt, Brent.
12 AGENT KIRKPATRICK: It's all right.
13 AGENT HORNYAK: The pet section is in

14| what area of the store and directional?

15 OFFI CER W LLIAMS: It is the sout hwest
16 | corner.

17 AGENT HORNYAK: Is that the front or

18 rear of the store?

19 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Front.
20 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. So it's -- did
21| you enter on the door side -- not the nearest

22 | door, but the next door. Walmart has several

23| front doors usually. The next door you entered
24| was nearest to the pet store?

25 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.
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AGENT HORNYAK: And that's fairly close
to where Darkow staged, because he was staging
t hat ot her open door?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. Sorry, Brent.

AGENT KIRKPATRICK: It's Ckay. |I'm
going to junp around just because of the nature
where | nmade notations. | believe you said it was
a personal weapon with you that you carried wth
the rifle, AR style platform \Wat was the nake
and nodel of that particular --

OFFI CER W LLIAVMS: | believe it's a
Spi kes Tacti cal .

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Spi kes Tacti cal ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

ACGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Ckay. How | ong have
you had that weapon?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  About four years.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  (kay. And you've
already clarified that you were qualified with
t hat weapon?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT KI RKPATRI CK:  And it has been
approved by your departnent --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Chi ef.

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918

Page: 70



Deposition of Officer Sean Williams

Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 91 of 110 PAGEID #: 2588
Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: -- by your Chief to
carry that weapon?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. W al so went
into the extent of what type of training you
have: Fast 1, Fast 2, officer down civilian
rescue training, tactical weapon school. Wuld
all those be reflected in your personnel or
training records?

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  They shoul d be, yes.

ACGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Ckay. Have you ever
had a chance to revi ew your personnel -- or
personnel record or your training record?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: Well, | keep copies
of all my training certificates.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Okay. So you have
copies of all that?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: kay. Geat. W
have been nmade aware through our investigation
that the subject was tal king on his cell phone.
At any point did you notice that the individual
was on the cell phone?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Wien did you first

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918

Page: 71



Deposition of Officer Sean Williams

Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 92 of 110 PAGEID #: 2589
Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

becone aware that a cell phone was even invol ved,
I f you or unless -- (Ilnaudible.)

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: | think one of the
detecti ves said sonething about a cell phone,

t hat he may have been on the cell phone or that
he was tal king on the cell phone prior to us
arriving. But | didn't see himon the cell
phone.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Ckay.

AGENT HORNYAK: When you say,
"detectives," you're saying after the incident
soneone told you that?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. Did you nake
any physi cal observations of the subject either
before or after the incident? D d he appear
I ntoxi cated, did he appear to be on drugs,
anyt hing that gave you either, you know, a visual
or a, you know - -

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  There was not hi ng
that | saw that would indicate he was on drugs --

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Ckay.

OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  -- or under the
I nfl uence of anything. | couldn't tell.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  And | know you got
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1| very close to himafter. | know you were
2| rendering first aid to the individual. | didn't
3| know if you nmade any observations as to those
41 types of conditions when you were rendering first
5| aid?
6 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  No.
7 AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. And |I'm not
8| sure if we specified, if it was sonething |
9| mssed when we were tal king about it, but | know
10 | when you were rendering first aid, you applied
11 | tourniquets?
12 OFFI CER WLLIAMG: [|'d say, "W."
13| Oficer Stull -- | would consider it a team
14| effort. But | was just kind of wal king, | was
15| just helping Oficer Stull apply them He had
16 | rubber gloves on and was putting them on.
17 AGENT KI RKPATRICK: Sure. | don't know
181 if we clarified where those tourni quets were
19 | pl aced.
20 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  They were pl aced on
21| his upper arns.
22 AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  (kay. Can you go
23| into the extent of the injuries and why you
24 | thought the tourniquets were necessary.
25 OFFI CER W LLI AMS: He had one severe
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wound to one of his elbows, | forget which el bow
and where. Like there was nothing there, like it
was conpletely gone. So | knew that was a very
serious, potentially critical injury. So they
had to put one on his other armas well. So with
those types of injuries, you know, stopping the
bl ood as soon as possible is critical to
survival. So | decided to try to get tourniquets
on as soon as possible to try to stop the

bl eedi ng.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. That's all
|"ve got. |If you want to --

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. How are you
doi ng? Do you need a break or sonething?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  |' m good.

AGENT HORNYAK: Fairly quick here, let's
listen to the radio traffic. Wat we want you to
do -- you don't have to identify every little
thing for us, but we want to identify if you hear
yourself, if things pop up and you want to say
that's him that's this. Anything that triggers
a nenory, we'll probably stop and ask questions
through it. W're going to start at 20:22, and
that should be the first call | have, all right?

OFF WLLIAMS:  Uh- huh.
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(THE FOLLON NG | S THE AUDI O
OF 20: 22 RADI O TRAFFI O):

"UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 118 --
(1 naudi bl e).

"UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 20: 22.
113 and 96 for weapons conplaints. Section 40,
decl i ne si x.

"UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 113, |'m
available. [1'Il be in route.

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Ckay.

"UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 26. (o
ahead.

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 3360
Pent agon Boul evard, Walmart; a black male, six
foot, wearing a blue shirt, blue pants, in the
pets section, holding a gun, pointing."

AGENT HORNYAK: |Is that the way you
recall 1t?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

(THE FOLLON NG IS THE AUDI O
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COF 20: 23 RADI O TRAFFI C) :

"“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: I n route.
46, 1'11 still be in route -- (inaudible.)

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 20: 23."

AGENT HORNYAK: Sean, who is 467

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: That's Chris
WIIlians.

AGENT HORNYAK: Rel ation?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  That's ny dad.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay.

(THE FOLLOW NG |'S CONTI NUED AUDI O
OF 20: 23 RADI O TRAFFI O):

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: (| naudi bl e)
-- I'"'mat Walmart. Did you say he's pointing it
at peopl e?

"UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:
Affirmative, 90. He's in the pet section."”

AGENT HORNYAK: So, again, before |
paused it, she previously identified the |ocation
I s Pentagon Boul evard, that's the Walmart. You
heard that call. This call is comng in saying

it'"s in the pet section. Anything nore specific
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than that, that | m ssed?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: That was ne.

AGENT Kl RKPATRICK: | was going to say
was that you?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes, that was ne, 90,
saying that | was on the scene and | asked if he
was pointing it at people.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay.

(THE FOLLON NG | S THE AUDI O

OF 20: 24 RADI O TRAFFI O):

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Do you have
sonebody with an eye on hin?

"UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:
Affirmative. | have a gentleman who's wat chi ng
hi m who says he's waving it around, believes it's
arifle, believes he just put sone bullets
I nsi de.

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER ( ear.

(1 naudi bl e).

"“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 90,
they're advising he's in the black -- back corner
of pets.

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e.)"
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1 AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Before you nove on,
2|1 can | ask: Wat was your m ndset or your reason
3| for asking for a confirmation about hi mwavi ng
41 the rifle?

5 OFFI CER W LLI AMS: | just wanted -- |

6| just wanted, just for ny -- for responding units
7| and for nyself, | just wanted to nail down over

8| the radio that he was, in fact, pointing it -- at
9| least that's what dispatch said, that he was

10| pointing it at people and waving it around. |

11| just wanted to be certain that was the case

12| Dbefore we did entry.

13 AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Ckay. Does that

14| elevate the situation, in your m nd?

15 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

16 AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK:  Okay. Very good.

17 AGENT HORNYAK: And if we heard in that
18 | longer transm ssion that's what they identified,
19| rifle, waving it around, which you clarified, and
20| |oading it?

21 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

22 AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

23 .-

24 (THE FOLLON'NG | S THE AUDI O

25 20: 25 RADI O TRAFFI C.)
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" UNI DENTI FI ED
" UNI DENTI FI ED
" UNI DENTI FI ED
" UNI DENTI FI ED
" UNI DENTI FI ED
nysel f and 117, 37.
" UNI DENTI FI ED
" UNI DENTI FI ED

MALE SPEAKER: 96, 37.
FEMALE SPEAKER: 20: 25.

MALE SPEAKER: 96, 37.
FEMALE SPEAKER:  20: 26.
MALE SPEAKER: 1013,

FEMALE SPEAKER: 20: 26."
MALE SPEAKER: Suspect

down.

"“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: You
recorded, 20:27."

AGENT HORNYAK: That's you. |'Il play
It again.

"“UNI DENTI FI ED:  Suspect down.

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  You
recorded, 20:27."

AGENT HORNYAK: Not sure?

OFFI CER WLLIAMS: | can't tell.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. And you don't
specifically recall it being you, at this point?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:

AGENT HORNYAK:

This is -- that's a | ot

going on in that situation.
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1 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Ri ght.
2 AGENT HORNYAK: -- (inaudible) -- the
3| question.
4 OFFI CER WLLIAMS: | can't tell if
S| that's nme or not.
6 AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. Ckay, Sean. So
7| that went pretty quick fromkind of -- like I
8| said, that traffic goes fromone thing to the
9| next here really quick. This is still 20:27,
10| this is an additional file.
11 .-
12 (THE FOLLON NG | S THE AUDI O
13 OF 20: 27 RADI O TRAFFI O):
14 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e)
15| -- which corner of the store?
16 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Shots fired.
17 "UNI DENTI FI ED BACKGROUND MALE SPEAKER:
18 | Get on your back."
19 "“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Call an
20 | anmbul ance.
21 “UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: You're
22| clear, 20:27."
23 .-
24 AGENT HORNYAK: Do you hear that part,
25

Sean, where it sounds |ike sonebody is saying
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1| sonething close to, "On your back?" Let's play
21 it again. You've got to kind of listen in
3 | between.

4 -

5 (THE FOLLON NG | S AUDI O OF

6 PORTI ON OF 20: 27 RADI O TRAFFI C) :

7 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER. Call an
8 | anbul ance. "

9 .-

10 AGENT HORNYAK: |t was right before
11 that. [It's right between that.

12 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

13 AGENT HORNYAK: Do you believe that
141 m ght have been you?

15 OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

16 AGENT HORNYAK: Okay. I'Ill play it one
171 nore tine so you get the gist.

18 .-

19 (THE FOLLON NG | S THE SAME
20 AUDI O 20: 27 RADI O TRAFFI O):

21 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER. Call an
22 | anbul ance. "

23 .-

24 AGENT HORNYAK: Qops, not that.

25 .-
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(THE FOLLOWN NG | S THE SAVE
AUDI O 20: 27 RADI O TRAFFI C) :
“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER. Call an
anbul ance.

AGENT HORNYAK: OCh, ok.
(THE FOLLON NG | S FURTHER
AUDI O 20: 27 RADI O TRAFFI C) :
“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: You're
cl ear, 20:27."
AGENT HORNYAK: Do you think it was you
sayi ng, "On your back"?
OFFI CER W LLIAMS: | think so.
AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.
(THE FOLLON NG | S FURTHER
AUDI O 20: 27 RADI O TRAFFI C) :
"“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 76 to 70,
| mgoing to contact 47 for you.
“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER.  ( ear.
Thank you."

AGENT HORNYAK: And to the best of your
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recol | ecti on, you would have been saying, "on
your back" at what point?

OFFICER WLLIAMS: | think | was
probably saying, "Put your hands behi nd your
back. "

AGENT HORNYAK: Very good, because that
could be -- yeah. Ckay. Because all we hear is
the part about the back. So I think --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Unh- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- don't let this trip
you up. | think you said -- | think what you
stated to us is you think he was on his back. |If

you thought he was on his back, you were trying
to get himover to get himcuffed. But you gave
hi minstructions to get his hands behind his
back?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: So that's the way you
recall 1t?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: But in any case, you
don't recall any tine giving himinstructions --

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Unh- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: -- to get on his back;

that's counter to the way you renenber it?
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OFFI CER W LLI AM5:  Correct.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

(THE FOLLON NG IS AUDI O
20: 28 RADI O TRAFFI O) :

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  Sonebody
bring caution tape in here, please.

“UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |I'mon it.

"“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 26, are we
sending a nedi c up here?

"UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:
Affirmative. Medics are in route.”

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Sonebody
fromoutside needs to bring sone caution tape in
here, please.

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: |'11] get
it."

AGENT HORNYAK: We're al nost done.

(THE FOLLOW NG AUDI O CF
20: 29 RADI O TRAFFI O :

"“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: It's at
Wal mart and -- (i naudible).

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER Ckay.
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1 "UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 20: 29.
2 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: (| naudi bl e.)
3 "UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: You're
41 clear, 20:29.
5 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Wiere do

6| you need the tape?

7 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Back here
8| in the pets section and that first aid kit, too,
91 if sonebody has one.

10 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 113, any
11| unit outside, | need to get a first aid bag. So

12| get that rolling in the front door.

13 "UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 118, out at
141 Walmart. |'ve secured the perineter.

15 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 115 --

16 | (I naudi bl e).

17 "UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 20: 30.

18 "“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 967

19 "“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 96.

20 “UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: There's a

21| femal e custoner back in the sporting goods

22 section that's" --

23 -
24 AGENT HORNYAK: Let's go into the fenale
25| custoner. |Is it your understanding that calls
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for an anbul ance, at |east one call to get a
medi ¢ back here?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: Is it your understandi ng
that those calls are for which instance?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  For our -- the
suspect.

AGENT HORNYAK: The down suspect that
has been shot ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: So everything at this
poi nt where we hear is a down fenmale or -- |
can't renenber what specifically they said, but
everything prior to that point is for the
suspect ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

(THE FOLLON NG | S FURTHER
AUDI O 20: 29 RADI O TRAFFI C) :

"“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER:  96.

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER:  96.

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: There's a
femal e custoner back in the sporting goods

section that's having a nedi cal energency. | need
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an additional nedic for her.

"UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: You're
clear."

AGENT HORNYAK: Only a coupl e nore,
Sean.

(THE FOLLON NG | S AUDI O
20: 30 RADI O TRAFFI O) :

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: 90 - -
(1 naudi bl e).

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER Go ahead.

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Do you have
your tourniquet?

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: It's out in
my cruiser."

AGENT HORNYAK: Do you think that's for
t he tourni quet?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: |I'masking 96 if he
had t he tourni quet.

AGENT HORNYAK: Ckay. |'mgoing to back
It up. And, again, you specify tourniquet for
what ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  For his arminjuries.
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AGENT HORNYAK: And "him" being the
suspect ?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK:  Ckay.

(THE FOLLON NG | S SAME PORTI ON OF

AUDI O 20: 30 RADI O TRAFFI C) :

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Do you have
your tourniquet?

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: It's out in
the -- in ny cruiser.

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Go get it
I f you can.

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: 707

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e.)

“UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Medi cs are
requesting can they cone in or do they need to
st age?

“UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: They need to
come in. They need to cone to the far left pet
ar ea.

"UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: You're
clear. 20:31. (Inaudible.)"

AGENT HORNYAK: Anynore, Brent, do you
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t hi nk you need?

AGENT KIRKPATRICK: No. | wanted to
make sure that we got the tourniquet in there.

AGENT HORNYAK: The last thing -- we
have probably a few nore questions and then we're
through. The last thing is we'll ook at the
vi deo and see what happened and see if that
alters anything that you recall or if it triggers
any other information. Do you want to take a
qui ck break?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: No, I'mfine.

AGENT HORNYAK: We'll roll through.
Ckay. And we won't overplay this, we'll actually
| et you determ ne how nmany tines we run through
It. Do you want to turn to see -- thisis a
weird programthat doesn't stay staged. | think
what |'mgoing to dois we can pull video from --
we' ve got the video of the suspect down the aisle
fromthis location -- this is the garden center?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: You guys's legs wll be
com ng up from here.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Unh- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: Does that |ook famliar?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

Tackla Court Reporting, LLC PH: 216.241.3918

Page: 89



Deposition of Officer Sean Williams

Case: 3:14-cv-00454-WHR Doc #: 121-1 Filed: 03/07/18 Page: 110 of 110 PAGEID #: 2607

Tressa Sherrod, et al., vs. Officer Sean Williams, et al.,

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

AGENT HORNYAK: So I'mclose to where it
Is now. That's actually the young |ady that died
of the heart condition shortly thereafter.

AGENT Kl RKPATRI CK: Can you see al
right?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: | want you to see it.
It's not about ne. And all you're going to see
are your |lower halves at best on this. The rest
I's his response right there.

OFFI CER W LLI AMS: Ckay.

AGENT HORNYAK: Do you mnd if | play it
one nore tinme and ask you a few questions?

OFFI CER W LLIAMS: No. (Go ahead.

AGENT HORNYAK: Are you doing all right?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Yes.

AGENT HORNYAK: I'msorry. |I'mtrying
to get this exactly right. First |legs you see, |
believe, are Darkow s, is that accurate?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Un- huh.

AGENT HORNYAK: And you circle around
hi nf?

OFFI CER W LLI AMS:  Unh- huh.

ACGENT HORNYAK: Does that change anyt hi ng
for you?
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