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Alabama - specifies “lawful” arrest

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas - illegality is not a defense

California

Colorado - explicitly states illegality of arrest is not a defense

Connecticut - explicitly states illegality of arrest is not a defense

Delaware

Florida - specifies lawful for both violent and non-violent resistance.

Georgia - specifies "lawful discharge" of duties

Hawaii

Idaho

[llinois

Indiana - specifies lawful

lowa - belief that arrest is illegal is not a defense

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine - belief that arrest is illegal is not a defense

Maryland - specifies lawful

Massachussetts - legality of arrest is irrelevant

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi - specifies lawful

Missouri - legality of arrest is irrelevant

Montana - legality of arrest is irrelevant

Nebraska - defense where officer was out of uniform and/or did not identify themselves as an
officer before making arrest, and anyone convicted of assaulting a police officer can raise
self-defense in their defense, if an officer may have used excessive force in the arrest.
Nevada

New Hampshire - legality of arrest is irrelevant

New Jersey - legality of arrest is irrelevant

New Mexico

New York - specifies "authorized" arrest

North Carolina

North Dakota - defense if officer was acting illegally, but no defense if arrested person mistakenly
believed the officer was acting illegally. Officer acting in good faith is acting legally. (i.e. officer
must have knowingly acted unlawfully for there to be a defense of unlawful arrest.)

Ohio - specifies lawful

Oklahoma



https://codes.findlaw.com/al/title-13a-criminal-code/al-code-sect-13a-10-41.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/ak/title-11-criminal-law/ak-st-sect-11-56-700.html
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/02508.htm
https://law.justia.com/codes/arkansas/2017/title-5/subtitle-5/chapter-54/subchapter-1/section-5-54-103/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=148.&lawCode=PEN
https://law.justia.com/codes/colorado/2016/title-18/article-8/part-1/section-18-8-104/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/pub/chap_951.htm#sec_53a-23
https://codes.findlaw.com/de/title-11-crimes-and-criminal-procedure/de-code-sect-11-1257.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0843/0843.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2017/title-16/chapter-10/article-2/section-16-10-24/
https://codes.findlaw.com/hi/division-5-crimes-and-criminal-proceedings/hi-rev-st-sect-710-1026.html
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title18/T18CH7/SECT18-705/
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=072000050K31-1
https://codes.findlaw.com/in/title-35-criminal-law-and-procedure/in-code-sect-35-44-1-3-1.html
https://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=804#804.12
http://kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/021_000_0000_chapter/021_059_0000_article/021_059_0004_section/021_059_0004_k/
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19875
https://law.justia.com/codes/louisiana/2017/code-revisedstatutes/title-14/rs-14-108/
http://legislature.maine.gov/ros/LOM/LOM118th/LOM351to393.htm
https://law.justia.com/codes/maryland/2017/criminal-law/title-9/subtitle-4/part-i/section-9-408/
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartIV/TitleI/Chapter268/Section32B
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(3bobixz1cz0dzz3vecs1hxiq))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-750-81d
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=609.50
https://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/2017/title-97/chapter-9/article-1/section-97-9-73/
http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=575.150&bid=29865&hl=
https://codes.findlaw.com/mt/title-45-crimes/mt-code-ann-sect-45-7-302.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-904
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-199.html#NRS199Sec280
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/lxii/642/642-2.htm
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-jersey/2017/title-2c/section-2c-29-2/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2017/chapter-30/article-22/section-30-22-1/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ny/penal-law/pen-sect-205-30.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/enactedlegislation/statutes/html/bysection/chapter_14/gs_14-223.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t12-1c08.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2921.33
https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2017/title-21/section-21-268/

Oregon - legality of arrest is irrelevant

Pennsylvania - specifies lawful

Rhode Island - legality of arrest is irrelevant

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee - illegality of arrest is not a defense, but there is a self-defense defense where an
officer is using "greater force than necessary"

Texas - illegality of arrest is not a defense

Utah - specifies lawful

Vermont - specifies lawful, but says mistaken belief that arrest was unlawful is not a defense.
Virginia - specifies lawful

Washington - specifies "lawfully"

West Virginia 61-5.17

Wisconsin - specifies "lawful authority"

Wyoming - specifies lawful


https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/162.315
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/18/00.051.004.000..HTM
https://law.justia.com/codes/rhode-island/2017/title-12/chapter-12-7/section-12-7-10/
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c009.php
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-11-4
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2017/title-39/chapter-16/part-6/section-39-16-602/
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2017/title-39/chapter-11/part-6/section-39-11-611/
https://codes.findlaw.com/tx/penal-code/penal-sect-38-03.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter8/76-8-S305.html?v=C76-8-S305_2017050920170509
https://law.justia.com/codes/vermont/2017/title-13/chapter-67/section-3017/
https://law.justia.com/codes/virginia/2017/title-18.2/chapter-10/section-18.2-479.1/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.040
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/Code.cfm?chap=61&art=5
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/946/IV/41
https://law.justia.com/codes/wyoming/2011/title6/chapter5/section6-5-204/

